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SS3 NIGERIAN HISTORY LESSON NOTES

FIRST TERM

WEEK 1: ISLAMIC MOVEMENTS IN WEST AFRICA

1.1 INTRODUCTION: ISLAM INWEST AFRICA

Islam had a long history in West Africa, dating back to the 8th century. It was introduced to the

Western Sudan (regions of Ghana, Mali, Songhai) by Berber and Arab traders from North

Africa via the Trans-Saharan trade routes. For centuries, Islam was primarily the religion of

the urban commercial and ruling classes in major trade cities like Timbuktu, Gao, and Kano.

The rural populations largely remained animist, and even the rulers who converted often blended

Islamic practices with traditional animist rituals (a practice called syncretism).

By the 18th and 19th centuries, a powerful wave of Islamic revivalism swept across West Africa,

leading to a series of Jihads (holy wars) aimed at purifying and spreading the faith.

1.2 CAUSES OF ISLAMIC MOVEMENTS (JIHADS) IN WEST AFRICA

These Jihads were complex events, driven by a combination of religious, political, social, and

economic factors.

A. RELIGIOUS CAUSES

1. Desire for Religious Purity (Puritanism): The main driving force. The Jihad leaders

(who were often Fulani scholars, or Ulama) were distressed by the state of Islam in West

Africa. They preached that the religion had become corrupted.

2. Syncretism: They condemned the mixing of Islamic practices with traditional animist

rituals (e.g., sacrifices to spirits, ancestral worship) by existing rulers.

3. Laxity of Rulers: They accused the Hausa (in Nigeria) and other rulers of being

"nominal" Muslims (Muslims in name only). They pointed to practices like public

consumption of alcohol, immodest dressing of women, and the consultation of diviners

and sorcerers at the royal courts.
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4. Influence of Revivalism Elsewhere: The Jihads in West Africa were part of a wider

global Islamic revival movement, inspired by similar reformist ideas in the Arabian

Peninsula (e.g., Wahhabism).

B. POLITICAL CAUSES

1. Corrupt and Oppressive Governance: The Hausa rulers were seen as corrupt,

tyrannical, and unjust.

2. Un-Islamic Taxation: Rulers imposed heavy, arbitrary, and numerous taxes (like market

taxes, cattle taxes) that were not sanctioned by Islamic Law (Shari'a). This burdened the

common people, especially the pastoral Fulani.

3. Injustice in the Courts: The existing legal systems were seen as corrupt. Justice was

often for sale, and judgments did not follow the Shari'a.

4. Desire for Political Power: The Fulani scholars (Ulama) formed a highly educated and

influential intellectual class. However, they were often excluded from real political power

by the hereditary ruling aristocracy. The Jihads became a vehicle for this educated elite to

seize control and establish a new political order based on their ideals.

C. SOCIO-ECONOMIC CAUSES

1. Fulani Grievances: The Fulani (also called Fula, Fulbe) were a key group. They were

divided into two:

o Town Fulani (Fulani Gida): Educated, urban-dwelling scholars and traders.

They felt politically marginalized.

o Pastoral Fulani (Bororoje): Nomadic cattle herders. They suffered the most

from the Hausa rulers' extortionate cattle taxes and land disputes with settled

farmers.

2. Unjust Enslavement: Rulers were accused of illegally enslaving fellow Muslims for

personal gain, which is strictly forbidden in Islam.

3. Support from the Masses: The Jihads were not just a Fulani movement. They attracted

support from many non-Fulani commoners (Hausa, Nupe, etc.) who were tired of
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oppression and were drawn to the Jihadists' promise of justice, fair taxation, and

righteous leadership.

1.3 ESTABLISHMENT OFMUSLIM STATES IN WEST AFRICA

The Jihads were incredibly successful, toppling old empires and establishing new, large

theocratic states (states ruled by religious law).

1. Futa Jallon (1725): One of the earliest Jihads, led by Karamokho Alfa and later

Ibrahim Sori in present-day Guinea. It established a Fulani-led state.

2. Futa Toro (1776): Led by Sulayman Bal and Abdul Qadir Kan in present-day Senegal.

They overthrew a traditional dynasty and established an Almamate (state led by an

Almami, or Imam).

3. Sokoto Caliphate (1804): The largest and most influential. Led by Usman dan Fodio

against the Hausa rulers of Gobir, Kano, Katsina, etc. (This was covered in SS2). It

established a vast caliphate that controlled most of Northern Nigeria.

4. Masina (Macina) Empire (1818): Led by Seku Ahmadu (Ahmadu Lobbo), a Fulani

scholar, in the Inner Niger Delta region (present-day Mali). He was inspired by Usman

dan Fodio.

5. Tukolor Empire (1852): Led by Alhaji Umar (Umar Tal), who waged Jihads against

the Bambara and other groups in the Mandinka region (present-day Mali, Guinea,

Senegal).

6. Mandinka Empire (1870s):While not strictly a "Jihad" in the same vein, Samori Toure

used the banner of Islam to unite Mandinka peoples and build a vast empire, which he

defended against the French.

EVALUATION

1. How was Islam first introduced to West Africa?

2. Explain the term "syncretism" and why the Jihadists opposed it.

3. List three (3) political and three (3) religious causes of the Islamic movements.

4. Name four (4) new Muslim states established by the Jihads.
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ASSIGNMENT

1. In your opinion, which was a more important cause of the 19th-century Jihads: religious

purity or political dissatisfaction? Write a one-paragraph argument to support your view.
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WEEK 2: THE JIHADS OF AHMADU SEKU AND ALHAJI UMAR

2.1 THE JIHAD OF SEKUN AHMADU (AHMADU LOBBO) - THE MASINA EMPIRE

A. BACKGROUND AND CAUSES

 Ahmadu Seku (Seku Ahmadu Lobbo) was a Fulani Islamic scholar from the Masina

(Macina) region of the Inner Niger Delta (modern Mali).

 He was a student and a devout follower of Usman dan Fodio. He visited Sokoto and was

deeply inspired by the Jihad in Hausaland.

 Local Causes:

1. Religious: Like in Hausaland, he was angered by the religious syncretism and lax

Islamic practices of the Fulani rulers (Ardo) and the Bambara rulers of Segu who

dominated the region.

2. Political: The Masina region was politically fragmented and subject to the

oppressive rule of the animist Bambara Kingdom of Segu, which demanded

heavy tribute.

3. Social: The Fulani pastoralists in Masina felt oppressed and wanted independence.

B. COURSE OF THE JIHAD

 Around 1818, Seku Ahmadu declared a Jihad.

 He received a flag and blessing from Usman dan Fodio's successor,Muhammadu Bello,

in Sokoto, which gave him legitimacy.

 He gathered a large following of Fulani and other Muslims.

 He first attacked and defeated the local Fulani Ardo, then turned his forces against the

powerful Bambara Kingdom of Segu, defeating them.

 He also captured the key trading city of Timbuktu (in 1826).

 He established a new, centralized theocratic state called theMasina Empire (or the

Caliphate of Hamdullahi), with its capital at Hamdullahi ("Praise be to God").

C. EFFECTS AND NATURE OF THEMASINA EMPIRE
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1. Theocratic State: The empire was ruled strictly according to Shari'a law.

2. Centralization: Seku Ahmadu replaced the old, fragmented leadership with a strong

central government, led by himself as the Almami (Imam).

3. Social Reforms: He forcibly settled many nomadic Fulani into new towns to promote

agriculture and education.

4. Economic Policy: He regulated trade, markets, and pastoral movements, creating a very

rigid and controlled state.

5. Rigidity: His rule (and that of his successors) became known for its extreme Islamic

puritanism, which was often unpopular.

 The Masina Empire was later conquered by Alhaji Umar Tal in the 1860s.

2.2 THE JIHAD OF ALHAJI UMAR TAL (THE TUKOLOR EMPIRE)

A. BACKGROUND

 Alhaji Umar (Umar Tal) was a Tukolor (a Fulani-related people) scholar from the Futa

Toro region (Senegal).

 He was a brilliant and charismatic leader and a member of the Tijaniyya Islamic

brotherhood (unlike the Sokoto and Masina leaders, who were mostly Qadiriyya).

 He was a well-travelled scholar; he performed the Hajj (pilgrimage) to Mecca, lived in

Sokoto (where he married one of Muhammadu Bello's daughters), and visited the Masina

Empire.

 He became convinced of his own divine mission to spread the Tijaniyya brand of purified

Islam.

B. CAUSES OF THE JIHAD

1. Religious: To purify and spread Islam (specifically the Tijaniyya order) and convert

animist (pagan) populations.

2. Political: He had a personal ambition to create a vast Islamic empire.
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3. Anti-French: His movement gained an anti-colonial dimension as he came into

increasing conflict with French military expansion from their bases in Senegal. He

wanted to unite West Africa to resist the European threat.

C. COURSE OF THE JIHAD

 Phase 1 (1852): From his base in Dinguiraye (in modern Guinea), Alhaji Umar declared

his Jihad.

 Phase 2 (Conquest of Animist Empires): He first attacked his animist neighbours. He

successfully conquered the Bambara Kingdom of Kaarta (1854) and the much larger

Bambara Kingdom of Segu (1861).

 Phase 3 (Conflict with Masina): This is a controversial part of his career. He came into

conflict with theMasina Empire (which was already Muslim). He accused them of

being too rigid and of aiding his animist enemies. In 1862, he attacked and conquered the

Masina Empire, killing its ruler (Ahmadu III, the grandson of Seku Ahmadu). This act of

a Muslim state attacking another Muslim state was heavily criticized.

 Phase 4 (Conflict with the French): He fought several battles against the French, who

were expanding from Senegal. In 1857, he besieged the French fort atMedina but was

eventually repulsed. The French pressure on his western flank was a constant problem.

 Alhaji Umar was killed in 1864 while fighting a rebellion in Masina.

D. EFFECTS AND LEGACY

1. Creation of the Tukolor Empire: He forged a massive, though short-lived, empire that

stretched across parts of modern-day Guinea, Senegal, and Mali.

2. Spread of Islam: His wars and campaigns led to the widespread conversion (often forced)

of animist populations in the Mandinka region.

3. Spread of the Tijaniyya: He was instrumental in establishing the Tijaniyya brotherhood

as the dominant Islamic order in much of West Africa.

4. Resistance to the French: He was one of the first and most formidable West African

leaders to militarily resist French colonialism.
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5. Internal Division: His empire was held together by his personal charisma and military

skill. After his death, it was ruled by his son, Ahmadu Seku (not to be confused with

Seku Ahmadu of Masina), but it was weakened by internal rebellions and increasing

French pressure, finally collapsing in the 1890s.

EVALUATION

1. Who was Seku Ahmadu and what other Jihad leader inspired him?

2. What was the capital of the Masina Empire?

3. Who was Alhaji Umar Tal? What was his specific Islamic brotherhood?

4. Why was Alhaji Umar's conquest of Masina in 1862 controversial?

5. What European power did Alhaji Umar fight against?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Compare and contrast the Jihads of Seku Ahmadu and Alhaji Umar. In what two ways

were they similar, and in what two ways were they different? (Hint: Think about their

goals, their enemies, and their relationships with other Muslim states).
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WEEK 3: THE ACTIVITIES OF SAMORI TOURE

3.1 HIS RISE TO POWER

 Samori Toure was born around 1830 in the Dyula region of modern-day Guinea. He was

not a Fulani scholar like the other Jihadists. He was a Dyula, a Mandinka-speaking

people famous for their long-distance trading.

 He was born into a pagan (animist) family, though his mother was a Muslim.

 His early life was as a trader. His career changed when his mother was captured in a slave

raid by a local chief. Samori joined the chief's army to win her freedom, where he proved

to be an exceptional soldier and military strategist.

 He left, built his own small band of loyal followers (sofas), and began a career of

conquest.

 He converted to Islam and used the title of "Almami" to unite the fragmented

Mandinka-speaking peoples. He declared a Jihad, which was a powerful tool for state-

building.

3.2 BUILDING THE MANDINKA EMPIRE

 From the 1870s, Samori Toure used his military genius to build a vastMandinka

Empire.

 Military Genius:

o Modern Army: He did not rely on traditional levies. He created a professional,

well-drilled, full-time army, divided into units (infantry and cavalry).

o Modern Weapons: He understood the importance of firearms. He traded gold,

ivory, and slaves (a controversial aspect) to the coast (especially Freetown, Sierra

Leone) to buy modern European rifles (breech-loaders and repeaters).

o Gunsmiths: He established workshops with blacksmiths who could repair these

rifles and even manufacture passable copies.

 Administration:

o He divided his empire into provinces, each ruled by a loyal governor.

o He established his capital at Bissandugu.
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o He promoted Islam, building mosques and Islamic schools, and basing his law on

the Shari'a.

3.3 RESISTANCE AGAINST THE FRENCH

Samori Toure is most famous as a symbol of primary resistance to European colonialism. His

empire-building activities brought him into direct conflict with the French, who were

aggressively expanding from Senegal.

 First War (1882-1886): Samori's forces fought the French effectively. The French were

impressed by his army's discipline. This war ended in a stalemate and a treaty.

 "Scorched Earth" Tactics: As French pressure (and firepower) increased, Samori's

armies could not defeat them in open battle. He adopted a brutal but effective "scorched

earth" policy.

o When the French advanced, Samori's army would evacuate the entire population

of a town or village, burn the town, destroy all food and crops, and poison the

wells.

o The French army would then arrive at a destroyed, empty town with no food or

water, while Samori's cavalry harassed their supply lines.

 Moving the Empire (1891-1898):

o When the French captured his capital, Bissandugu (1891), Samori did something

remarkable: he moved his entire empire.

o He led a mass migration of his people (tens of thousands) eastward, burning the

land behind him, to create a new empire (the "Second Mandinka Empire") in the

upper part of modern-day Ivory Coast.

 Capture and Exile:

o The French, in alliance with the British (who blocked his access to weapons from

Ghana), finally cornered him.

o He was captured in 1898 by a small French force.

o The French, fearing his influence, exiled him to Gabon, where he died in 1900.

3.4 LEGACY
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1. State-Builder: He was a military and political genius who built one of the largest

indigenous empires in 19th-century West Africa.

2. Primary Resistance Hero: He is celebrated as one of the greatest heroes of West

African resistance to colonial conquest, holding off a superior European army for almost

20 years.

3. National Hero: He is a national hero in Guinea, and his great-grandson, Ahmed Sékou

Touré, became the first president of independent Guinea.

4. Military Innovator: He demonstrated a sophisticated understanding of modern warfare,

firearms, and guerrilla tactics.

5. Use of Islam: He skillfully used Islam as a unifying ideology to build his Mandinka state,

even though he was not a traditional Islamic scholar.

EVALUATION

1. How was Samori Toure's background different from that of Usman dan Fodio or Alhaji

Umar?

2. List three (3) reasons for Samori Toure's military success.

3. What was the "scorched earth" policy, and why did Samori use it?

4. Why did Samori Toure "move" his empire, and where did he move it?

5. What European power did Samori fight, and what was his eventual fate?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Do you consider Samori Toure a "Jihadist" in the same way as Alhaji Umar, or was he a

"state-builder" who used Islam for political unity? Write a short paragraph explaining

your view.
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WEEK 4: MUSLIM STATES AND EUROPEAN COLONIZATION

4.1 INTRODUCTION: THE CLASH OF IMPERIALISMS

The 19th century in West Africa was defined by two major imperialist movements that

ultimately clashed:

1. Islamic Imperialism: The expansion of the new, powerful Muslim states (Sokoto,

Tukolor, Mandinka) conquering their neighbours.

2. European Imperialism: The expansion of European powers (Britain, France, Germany)

from the coast into the interior.

By the 1880s, the "Scramble for Africa" was in full swing, and these two forces met. The newly-

formed Muslim states, which were the largest and most organized polities in West Africa,

became the main targets and the main centres of resistance to European colonization.

4.2 EFFECTS OF EUROPEAN EXPANSION ONMUSLIM STATES

1. Military Conquest and Subjugation

The Europeans had superior military technology (especially theMaxim gun), which gave them a

decisive advantage in open battle.

 The Tukolor Empire (France): After Alhaji Umar's death, his son Ahmadu Seku could

not hold the empire together. The French exploited internal rivalries and launched a

"divide and rule" campaign, conquering the empire piece by piece, culminating in the

capture of its capital, Segu, in 1890.

 The Mandinka Empire (France): As seen in Week 3, Samori Toure's empire was

systematically hunted and destroyed by the French, ending with his capture in 1898.

 The Sokoto Caliphate (Britain): The British, using the Royal Niger Company, moved

north from their base in Lokoja. They adopted a "divide and rule" strategy, first making

"treaties" with individual emirs. When the central Caliphate in Sokoto resisted, the

British launched a full-scale military campaign, conquering Bida and Ilorin (1897), Kano

and Katsina (1903), and finally Sokoto itself in 1903 at the Battle of Burmi.
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2. Artificial Boundaries and Division

The Berlin Conference of 1884-85 formalized the "Scramble for Africa." The European powers

drew lines on a map of Africa with no regard for existing political, ethnic, or religious realities.

 Effect: This had a devastating effect on the Muslim states.

o The Sokoto Caliphate was split between Britain (Northern Nigeria), France

(Niger Republic), and Germany (Northern Cameroon).

o The Tukolor andMandinka lands were carved up between France (Guinea, Mali,

Ivory Coast) and Britain (Sierra Leone, Ghana).

o This separated peoples, disrupted trade routes, and undermined the cultural and

religious unity of these states.

3. The Policy of "Indirect Rule"

The Europeans (especially the British in Northern Nigeria) did not have the manpower or money

to rule these vast territories directly.

 Policy: They co-opted the existing administrative structure.

 How it worked: The British defeated the Emir (e.g., of Kano), but did not abolish the

title. They appointed a new, more compliant Emir (often from the same ruling family).

 The System: The Emir was allowed to keep his title, his palace, and his authority over

the local population (including the Shari'a courts for civil matters). However, his ultimate

loyalty was now to the British Resident (Adviser), who held the real power.

 Impact:

o Positive (for the British): It was a cheap and effective way to govern.

o Negative: It preserved the form of the Caliphate but destroyed its substance. The

Emir was no longer an independent Muslim ruler but a colonial civil servant. The

Caliph (Sultan of Sokoto) lost all real political power over the other emirs,

retaining only a religious/spiritual authority.

4. Social and Economic Disruption
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 End of Trans-Saharan Trade: European colonization re-oriented the entire economy of

West Africa. The ancient Trans-Saharan routes (which had sustained the Muslim states)

died, replaced by new railways and roads that all led south to the seaports, to export raw

materials (e.g., groundnuts, cotton) to Europe.

 Abolition of Slavery: The British and French officially abolished slavery and the slave

trade, which was a major (though controversial) part of the economy of the Muslim states.

 Introduction of Western Education: Christian missionaries and the colonial

government introduced Western (Christian) education, which created a new, Western-

educated elite that would eventually challenge both the traditional Emirs and the colonial

rulers.

EVALUATION

1. What were the two "imperialisms" that clashed in West Africa in the 19th century?

2. What was the "Maxim gun," and why was it significant?

3. Explain the concept of "Artificial Boundaries" and give one example of its effect on a

Muslim state.

4. Define "Indirect Rule." How did the British use it in the Sokoto Caliphate?

5. List two major economic effects of European colonization on the former Muslim states.

ASSIGNMENT

1. "The European policy of Indirect Rule helped to preserve the culture of the Sokoto

Caliphate." Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Write a short paragraph

explaining your position, using evidence from the lesson.
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WEEK 5: MIDTERM EXAMINATION

This week is for the Midterm Examination, covering all topics from Weeks 1-4.

 Topics: Causes of Islamic Movements, Jihads of Seku Ahmadu and Alhaji Umar, Samori

Toure's resistance, and the impact of European colonization on the Muslim states.
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WEEK 6: CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES IN WEST AFRICA

6.1 ARRIVAL AND SPREAD

While Christianity (Catholicism) had a brief contact with West Africa in the 15th and 16th

centuries (with the Portuguese in Benin and Warri), the major wave of sustained missionary

activity began in the late 18th and 19th centuries.

This new wave was driven by the Evangelical Revival in Europe and America, which sparked a

passionate belief in spreading the gospel, and was closely linked to the Abolitionist Movement

(the campaign to end the slave trade).

 The Sierra Leone Base: The movement began in Sierra Leone. The British founded

Freetown in 1787 as a settlement for freed slaves (known as Creoles or Saros).

 The "Recaptives": After 1807 (when Britain abolished the slave trade), British naval

squadrons patrolled the Atlantic, captured slave ships, and liberated the slaves (recaptives)

in Freetown.

 Missionary Work in Freetown:Missionaries came to Freetown to convert and educate

these recaptives. The most prominent groups were:

o Church Missionary Society (CMS): Anglican.

o Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society:Methodist.

o The Baptists.

 The "Saros": These educated, converted, and often Westernized Africans (many of

whom were of Yoruba origin) became the vanguard of missionary expansion. They were

eager to return to their "homelands" to spread Christianity and trade.

6.2 SPREAD TO NIGERIA

 Badagry and Abeokuta (1842): The spread to Nigeria began when Yoruba "Saros" (like

Samuel Ajayi Crowther) and missionaries (like Henry Townsend of the CMS and

Thomas Birch Freeman of the Methodists) left Freetown and Badagry to establish a

mission in Abeokuta in 1842.
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o They were welcomed by the Egba (Yoruba) leaders in Abeokuta, who wanted

them as allies (and for their access to guns) in their wars against Dahomey.

 The Niger Mission:

o The "Bible and the Plough" was the strategy: the idea that legitimate trade and

Christianity should replace the slave trade.

o This led to the Niger Expeditions (1841, 1854, 1857), which were attempts to

travel up the River Niger.

o The 1857 expedition was successful (thanks to the use of quinine to combat

malaria) and led to the establishment of mission stations in the interior, such as

Onitsha (1857), Lokoja, and Gbebe.

o This mission was famously led by Samuel Ajayi Crowther, who became the first

African Anglican Bishop in 1864.

6.3 MAJOR MISSIONARY SOCIETIES

1. Protestant Missions:

o Church Missionary Society (CMS): (Anglican). The most prominent in Nigeria,

focusing on Yorubaland (Abeokuta, Ibadan, Lagos) and the Niger Mission

(Onitsha, Lokoja).

o Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society: (Methodist). Also active in

Yorubaland (Badagry, Abeokuta).

o The (American) Southern Baptist Convention: Focused on Ogbomosho and

Shaki.

o Church of Scotland Mission (Presbyterian): Led byMary Slessor, this mission

was famous for its work in Calabar, where it fought against the killing of twins.

2. Roman Catholic Missions:

o The Catholics arrived slightly later than the Protestants in this "second wave."

o The Society of African Missions (SMA) arrived in Lagos in the 1860s and also

established a strong presence in Onitsha, competing with the CMS.

EVALUATION
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1. What two 19th-century European movements drove the new wave of missionary activity?

2. What was "Freetown," and who were the "Saros" (Creoles)?

3. Why were the missionaries initially welcomed by the Egba leaders in Abeokuta?

4. Who was Samuel Ajayi Crowther, and what mission did he lead?

5. Name three (3) missionary societies that worked in Nigeria.

ASSIGNMENT

1. Research the "Bible and the Plough" strategy. Write one paragraph explaining what it

means and why missionaries believed it was the key to ending the slave trade.
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WEEK 7: MIDTERM BREAK

This week is for the midterm break.
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WEEK 8: IMPACT OF CHRISTIANMISSIONARY ACTIVITIES

The arrival and work of the Christian missionaries had a profound, revolutionary, and permanent

impact on West African society.

8.1 RELIGIOUS IMPACT

1. Introduction of Christianity: The most obvious impact. It led to the conversion of a

significant portion of the population, particularly in the coastal and southern (non-Muslim)

regions.

2. Competition and Division: It introduced a new religion that competed with both

traditional animism and Islam. It also created divisions within Christianity (e.g., Catholic

vs. Protestant rivalry) and within families (converted children vs. traditionalist parents).

3. Abolition of Inhuman Practices:Missionaries were instrumental in campaigning

against and ending practices they deemed "pagan" and "inhuman," such as:

o The killing of twins (led by Mary Slessor in Calabar).

o Human sacrifice.

o Ritual murder.

4. Rise of Independent African Churches: By the late 19th century, many educated

Africans (like the "Saros") became frustrated with the racism and paternalism of

European missionaries who refused to hand over leadership. This led to a "schism" and

the creation of the first Independent African Churches (e.g., the African Baptist Church,

the United Native African Church).

8.2 EDUCATIONAL IMPACT

This is arguably their most significant and lasting legacy.

1. Introduction of Western Education: The missionaries' primary tool for evangelism was

the school. They believed converts must be able to read the Bible.

2. Establishment of Schools: They established the first Western-style schools in Nigeria:

o CMS Grammar School, Lagos (1859): The first secondary school.

o St. Gregory's College, Lagos (Catholic).
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o Methodist Boys' High School, Lagos.

o Hope Waddell Training Institute, Calabar (1895).

o They also built hundreds of primary schools and teacher-training colleges (e.g., St.

Andrew's College, Oyo).

3. Creation of a Western-Educated Elite: These schools produced a new class of Africans

who were literate in English. This elite became the first clerks, teachers, lawyers, doctors,

and civil servants for the new colonial government.

4. The First Nationalists: Ironically for the colonialists, this same mission-educated elite

(e.g., Herbert Macaulay, Nnamdi Azikiwe, Obafemi Awolowo) would use their Western

education to understand European ideas of "liberty" and "nationalism" and would

eventually lead the fight for independence.

5. Orthography:Missionaries were the first to write down local languages. They translated

the Bible into Yoruba, Igbo, Efik, etc., and in doing so, they created the first written

orthography (alphabets and grammar rules) for these languages.

8.3 SOCIO-POLITICAL IMPACT

1. Legitimate Trade:Missionaries were at the forefront of promoting "legitimate trade" (in

palm oil, cotton, etc.) to replace the slave trade, which had a massive impact on the

coastal economies.

2. Facilitating Colonialism (The "Agents of Imperialism"):

o While many missionaries were well-intentioned, they played an undeniable role in

paving the way for colonial rule.

o They often called on the British government for "protection" from local rulers

(e.g., in Abeokuta).

o Their reports on the "barbarism" and "paganism" of local rulers were used as

justification for British intervention and conquest (e.g., the 1897 Benin

Expedition).

o They acted as translators and advisors for colonial officials and treaty-makers.

3. Introduction of Western Medicine:Missionaries brought Western medicine,

establishing the first hospitals and clinics (e.g., Sacred Heart Hospital, Abeokuta) and

introducing practices like vaccination.
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4. Cultural Change: They promoted Western culture (e.g., monogamous marriage,

Western dress—the "suit and tie," European names) and actively suppressed many

traditional African cultural practices (e.g., traditional festivals, polygamy), which they

saw as inferior or evil.

EVALUATION

1. List two "inhuman practices" that missionaries campaigned against.

2. What was the "educational impact" of the missionaries? Name two (2) specific schools

they founded.

3. How did missionaries contribute to the development of Nigerian languages?

4. "Missionaries were the 'agents of imperialism'." Explain this statement.

5. What was one major "social" or "cultural" impact of missionary activity?

ASSIGNMENT

1. "The Christian missionaries did more good than harm in Nigeria." Write two paragraphs,

one arguing for this statement and one arguing against it, using evidence from the lesson.
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WEEK 9: EMPIRES IN WESTERN SUDAN

This is a review/consolidation topic, as these empires (Ghana, Mali, Songhai) are foundational

to West African history and are often studied in SS1/SS2. They provide the deep historical

context for the later Jihads and colonial period.

9.1 THEWESTERN SUDAN

The "Western Sudan" is not the modern country of Sudan. It is a historical and geographical term

for the vast savanna grasslands (called the Sahel) that lie south of the Sahara Desert and north

of the tropical forests. This region was a natural corridor for trade and the birthplace of West

Africa's greatest empires.

9.2 THE EMPIRE OF GHANA (c. 300 - 1076)

 Origin: The first great empire, formed by the Soninke people. Its capital was Kumbi

Saleh.

 Administration (Basis of Power):

1. Trans-Saharan Trade (Economic): Ghana's location was its power. It was the

"middleman." It controlled the gold (which came from the forests to its south) and

the salt (which came from the desert to its north).

2. The King of Ghana taxed this trade. He was called the "Lord of the Gold."

 Decline:

1. The Almoravid Jihad (1076): Ghana was attacked and its capital captured by the

Almoravids, a fanatical Muslim Berber group from North Africa. This invasion

fatally weakened the empire.

2. Loss of control over the gold trade.

3. Internal rebellions by subject states.

9.3 THE EMPIRE OF MALI (c. 1235 - 1500)

 Origin: After Ghana's fall, theMandinka (or Malinke) people rose to power.
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 Sundiata Keita (The "Lion King"): The founder of the empire. He was a prince (and a

traditionalist) who defeated the cruel King Sumanguru Kante of the Soso kingdom at the

Battle of Kirina (c. 1235).

 Administration:

1. Trade:Mali took control of the Trans-Saharan trade routes (gold, salt).

2. Islam:Mali's rulers (unlike Ghana's) converted to Islam, which improved

relations with North African traders.

3. Agriculture:Mali also had a strong agricultural base in the fertile lands of the

Niger River.

 Mansa Musa (c. 1312 - 1337):

o Mali's most famous and richest king.

o Hajj (1324-1325): He made a legendary pilgrimage to Mecca, travelling with

thousands of followers and so much gold that he gave it away freely. He spent so

much in Cairo that he caused inflation.

o Legacy: His Hajj put Mali "on the map." European cartographers began drawing

"Mansa Musa" on maps of Africa. He returned with Arab scholars and architects,

who helped make Timbuktu a world-renowned centre of Islamic learning and

trade.

 Decline:

0. Weak and incompetent rulers after Mansa Musa.

1. Internal conflicts (civil wars).

2. Attacks from outside (e.g., by the Tuaregs, who captured Timbuktu).

3. The rise of a new power: Songhai.

9.4 THE EMPIRE OF SONGHAI (c. 1464 - 1591)

 Origin: The Songhai people were based in the city of Gao (on the bend of the River

Niger) and had been a vassal state of Mali.

 Sunni Ali (c. 1464 - 1492):
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o The military founder of the empire. He was a powerful, ruthless ruler (and a

traditionalist, not a devout Muslim).

o He built a large army and a river navy of canoes to control the Niger River.

o He conquered the key cities of Timbuktu (1468) and Djenne (1473), taking

control of the trade routes.

 Askia Muhammad I (Askia the Great) (c. 1493 - 1528):

o A devout Muslim general who overthrew Sunni Ali's son in a coup.

o He was the great administrator. He consolidated the empire, established a central

bureaucracy, promoted Islam, and (like Mansa Musa) made a famous Hajj to

Mecca.

o He expanded the empire to its largest extent, making it the biggest state in West

African history. Timbuktu flourished as an intellectual centre.

 Decline (The Fall of 1591):

1. The Moroccan Invasion (1591): The "catastrophe." The Sultan of Morocco, Al-

Mansur, sent a professional army (the Arma) across the Sahara Desert.

2. Battle of Tondibi: The large Songhai army, armed with spears and arrows, was

decisively defeated by the smaller Moroccan force, which was armed with

muskets and cannons (gunpowder).

3. Result: The Songhai Empire collapsed. The Moroccans could not rule the vast

territory, and the central authority that had guaranteed safety for trade for

centuries was shattered. The Western Sudan broke apart into many small, warring

states, paving the way for the chaos that the 19th-century Jihadists later sought to

"fix."

EVALUATION

1. What was the geographical region known as the "Western Sudan"?

2. What were the two commodities that formed the basis of Ghana's wealth?

3. Who was Sundiata Keita?

4. Why is Mansa Musa famous? What was the "capital of learning" in his empire?
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5. What event caused the final collapse of the Songhai Empire in 1591? What new

technology was involved?

ASSIGNMENT

1. What was the most important factor in the rise and fall of ALL three empires (Ghana,

Mali, Songhai)? Write one paragraph explaining your answer. (Hint: It's the same factor).
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WEEK 10: INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION AND NEW IMPERIALISM

10.1 THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

 What was it? A period of massive technological and economic change that began in

Great Britain in the late 18th century (c. 1760) and spread to Europe and the USA.

 Key Change: A shift from making goods by hand (in small cottages) to making goods

by machine (in large factories).

 Key Inventions:

o Steam Engine (James Watt): Provided a new source of power for factories,

trains, and ships.

o Textile Machinery (e.g., Spinning Jenny):Mass-produced cloth.

o Railways and Steamships: Revolutionized transportation, making it faster and

cheaper to move heavy goods.

10.2 "NEW IMPERIALISM" (THE SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA)

"Imperialism" (building an empire) was not new (e.g., the Roman Empire). But the "New

Imperialism" of the late 19th century (c. 1870-1914) was different. It was a frantic, aggressive,

and competitive rush by all the European powers to seize territory, especially in Africa.

10.3 CAUSES OF NEW IMPERIALISM (WHY EUROPE EXPANDED)

The Industrial Revolution is the single most important cause of the New Imperialism.

A. ECONOMIC CAUSES (The Primary Driver)

1. Need for Raw Materials: The new factories in Europe were "hungry." They needed

massive, cheap, and reliable supplies of raw materials, many of which came from Africa.

o Palm Oil: For soap and as an industrial lubricant for machines. (Niger Delta).

o Cotton: For textile factories.

o Rubber: For tires, hoses, and wiring. (Congo).

o Tin, Copper, Gold, Diamonds.
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2. Need for New Markets: The factories produced too many goods (e.g., textiles, pots,

guns). The European population could not buy them all. European powers needed to find

new, "captive" markets where they could sell their manufactured goods.

o Colonies were perfect. The British could sell their "Made in Manchester" cloth in

Nigeria and India, and ensure that local people could not (or would not) buy from

their rivals (like France or Germany).

3. Need for Investment:Wealthy European bankers and industrialists had excess capital

(money) that they wanted to invest for high profits. Building a railway in Africa (which

would transport raw materials) was seen as a profitable investment.

B. POLITICAL CAUSES

1. Nationalism and Prestige: European nations were in a fierce competition. Owning

colonies became a status symbol.

o Germany (newly unified in 1871) wanted colonies to prove it was a "Great

Power" just like Britain and France.

o France, having lost a war to Germany, wanted colonies to restore its national

pride.

o This led to a "race" – if Britain claimed Nigeria, France would claim Dahomey,

just to stop Britain from getting it. This is why it's called the "Scramble."

C. STRATEGIC CAUSES

1. Protecting Trade Routes: Some colonies were seized not because they were valuable,

but because they were strategically located.

o Britain seized Egypt (1882) primarily to control the Suez Canal, which was the

vital "shortcut" to their most valuable colony, India.

o They then seized other territories (like Sudan) to protect Egypt.

D. SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CAUSES (The "Justification")

These were the racist and pseudo-religious justifications that Europeans told themselves to make

their actions seem noble.
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1. "The White Man's Burden" (Rudyard Kipling): This was the racist idea that the

"white race" was more advanced and had a moral duty to "civilize" the "backward" and

"savage" peoples of Africa and Asia.

2. Social Darwinism: A twisted application of Darwin's theory of evolution. Europeans

believed they were "fitter" (more evolved) than other races and were therefore "destined"

to rule over them.

3. Missionary Zeal (The 3 'G's):

o Gold: The economic motive.

o Glory: The political motive.

o God: The religious motive. Missionaries (as seen in Week 8) sometimes

supported imperialism, believing that colonial rule would bring "peace" and

"order," allowing them to spread Christianity.

10.4 GLOBAL IMPACT

 Total Colonization of Africa: In 1870, less than 10% of Africa was under European rule.

By 1914, over 90% was colonized. Only Liberia and Ethiopia remained independent.

 End of African Sovereignty: All pre-existing African political structures (empires,

kingdoms) were destroyed or subjugated.

 Creation of Artificial States: The map of modern Africa was drawn by Europeans in

Berlin, lumping rival ethnic groups together and splitting others apart, which has led to

many of Africa's modern-day conflicts.

 Economic Re-orientation: African economies were transformed into "colonial

economies," designed only to export raw materials and import manufactured goods,

creating a dependency that still affects many nations today.

EVALUATION

1. What was the Industrial Revolution?

2. What is "New Imperialism"?

3. What were the three main economic motives for the Scramble for Africa?

4. Explain the "political" cause of "nationalism and prestige."
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5. What was "The White Man's Burden," and how was it used to justify imperialism?

ASSIGNMENT

1. In your opinion, which of the causes of New Imperialism (Economic, Political, or Social)

was the most important? Write a one-paragraph argument, explaining your choice.
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WEEK 11: REVISION

 Comprehensive Review of First Term Themes: This week is dedicated to reviewing

and connecting all the topics from the term.

 Theme 1: Islamic Renewal (Weeks 1-3):

o The Jihads (Sokoto, Masina, Tukolor) were internal African movements to reform

religion and build new, more just states.

o Samori Toure used similar (Islamic) state-building tools.

 Theme 2: European Expansion (Weeks 6, 8, 10):

o The Industrial Revolution created an unstoppable European need for raw

materials, markets, and colonies ("New Imperialism").

o Christian Missionaries acted as the "soft" vanguard of this expansion, promoting

social change (education, medicine) but also paving the way for colonial rule.

 Theme 3: The Clash (Weeks 4, 8):

o European imperialism (Britain, France) clashed directly with Islamic imperialism

(Sokoto, Tukolor, Mandinka).

o Due to superior technology (Maxim gun) and "divide and rule" tactics, the

Europeans conquered these states.

o The result was the imposition of colonial rule (e.g., Indirect Rule) and the creation

of artificial boundaries.

 Theme 4: Deep Context (Week 9):

o The great empires of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai show that West Africa had a long

and glorious history of large-scale, organized states.

o The collapse of Songhai (1591) created a power vacuum, leading to the

fragmentation that the 19th-century Jihadists sought to reverse.

 Practice Past Questions: Students will practice essay questions that cut across these

themes (e.g., "Compare the state-building methods of Samori Toure with those of Askia

Muhammad").
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SS3 NIGERIAN HISTORY LESSON NOTES

SECOND TERM

WEEK 1: THE BERLIN CONFERENCE AND PARTITION OF AFRICA

1.1 INTRODUCTION: THE "SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA"

By the 1880s, European interest in Africa, driven by the economic needs of the Industrial

Revolution (for raw materials and new markets), had reached a fever pitch. European powers

(Britain, France, Portugal, Belgium, Germany) were aggressively claiming territories, often

based on the explorations of figures like H.M. Stanley (working for King Leopold II of Belgium

in the Congo) or the treaties of traders like George Goldie (Royal Niger Company). This frantic,

competitive rush for colonies is known as the "Scramble for Africa."

1.2 CAUSES OF THE BERLIN CONFERENCE (1884-1885)

The Scramble was chaotic and dangerous. Claims overlapped, and by 1884, there was a real

danger that two European powers might go to war against each other over territory in Africa.

1. Congo Crisis: The immediate trigger. King Leopold II of Belgium was claiming the vast

Congo basin as his personal property, which conflicted with French claims (led by

explorer De Brazza) and Portuguese claims.

2. German Ambition: Germany, newly unified (1871), had suddenly "joined the

Scramble," claiming territories in Togo, Cameroon, and South-West Africa (Namibia),

which alarmed Britain and France.

3. Desire for Order: The conference was called by the German Chancellor, Otto von

Bismarck, to create a set of "ground rules" for the partition. The goal was not to initiate

the partition (which had already begun) but to regulate it, ensuring it happened in an

orderly way that would prevent a European war.

1.3 THE BERLIN CONFERENCE (NOVEMBER 1884 - FEBRUARY 1885)

Delegates from 14 nations (all European, plus the USA and the Ottoman Empire) met in Berlin.
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 Crucial Point: No African rulers were invited. The conference was based on the racist

assumption that Europeans had the right to decide the fate of the African continent.

1.4 MAJOR DECISIONS AND ARTICLES OF THE BERLIN ACT

1. The "Principle of Effective Occupation": This was the most important rule. It stated

that a European power could only claim a part of Africa if it could prove it had

"effectively occupied" the area.

o This meant a power had to have a real presence on the ground:

 Establishing a "Sphere of Influence."

 Raising their flag.

 Building a trading post, military fort, or mission station.

 Having a treaty (however fraudulent) with a local chief.

o Impact: This rule made the Scramble worse and faster. It triggered a "race to the

interior" as European agents rushed to sign treaties and raise flags to prove

"effective occupation" before their rivals.

2. Free Trade in the Congo Basin: The Congo was declared "free" for all nations to trade

in. It was placed under the personal "guardianship" of King Leopold II, creating the

"Congo Free State" (which, in reality, became a brutal private slave colony).

3. Free Navigation: The Niger River (controlled by the British) and the Congo River

(controlled by Leopold) were declared open to "free navigation" by ships of all nations.

4. Abolition of the Slave Trade: All powers publicly agreed to suppress the internal slave

trade (which was a moral justification for their presence).

5. Notification: Any power that claimed a new territory had to formally notify the other

signatory powers.

1.5 CONSEQUENCES OF THE BERLIN CONFERENCE FOR AFRICA

The conference had profound, lasting, and largely devastating consequences.

1. Formalized the Partition: It gave "legal" international sanction to the Scramble for

Africa. It was the "starting gun" for the full-scale conquest of the continent.
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2. Creation of Artificial Boundaries: The powers drew lines on maps in Berlin that had no

regard for African realities.

o They divided single ethnic groups: The Ewe were split between British Ghana

and German Togo; the Yoruba were split between British Nigeria and French

Dahomey (Benin).

o They lumped together historic rivals: In Nigeria, the Sokoto Caliphate, the

Yoruba kingdoms, and the Igbo societies were all forced into a single new

"country."

o Impact: This is the root cause of many of Africa's modern-day civil wars, ethnic

conflicts, and political instability.

3. Intensified Conquest and Resistance: The "Principle of Effective Occupation" forced

Europeans to conquer and administer territories. This led to a period of violent conquest

and, in response, widespread African resistance (see Week 2).

4. Loss of African Sovereignty:Within 20 years of the conference (by 1914), the entire

continent, except for Ethiopia and Liberia, had lost its independence.

5. Economic Exploitation: The new boundaries and colonial systems were designed for

one purpose: the efficient extraction of raw materials for European industries (see Week

4).

EVALUATION

1. What was the "Scramble for Africa"?

2. Who called the Berlin Conference, and what was its immediate (short-term) goal?

3. Were any African rulers present at the conference? Why is this significant?

4. Explain the "Principle of Effective Occupation." How did this rule make the Scramble

worse?

5. List three (3) major long-term consequences of the Berlin Conference for Africa.

ASSIGNMENT

1. "The Berlin Conference was called to stop the Scramble for Africa." Do you agree or

disagree with this statement? Write a short paragraph explaining your answer.
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WEEK 2: COLONIAL SUBJUGATION AND AFRICAN REACTION

2.1 INTRODUCTION: PRIMARY RESISTANCE

The European partition of Africa was not a peaceful, administrative process. It was a violent

military conquest. "Effective Occupation" meant war. Africans did not passively accept colonial

rule; they resisted fiercely. This initial, armed resistance to the original conquest is called

"Primary Resistance."

While Africans fought bravely, most primary resistance movements (except one) ultimately

failed.

 Why? Technological Disparity. African armies, fighting with spears, arrows, and old

muzzle-loading guns, were defeated in open battle by European armies (often small)

armed with theMaxim gun (the first true machine gun) and heavy artillery.

2.2 CASE STUDIES OF AFRICAN RESISTANCE

1. SAMORI TOURE (MANDINKA EMPIRE) - West Africa

 Who: As studied in the First Term, Samori Toure was a military genius who had built the

vast Mandinka Empire.

 Enemy: The French.

 Reaction: He waged a brilliant, 18-year war (1880s-1898).

o Modern Army: He had a professional, full-time army equipped with modern

European rifles.

o "Scorched Earth" Tactics: He evacuated and burned his own towns and crops,

starving the French supply lines.

o Moved his Empire: He conducted a mass "fighting retreat," moving his entire

empire eastward to create a new state.

 Outcome: Failure. He was captured in 1898 and exiled. His resistance was the longest

and most sophisticated in West Africa.

2. MENELIK II (ETHIOPIA) - East Africa
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 Who: The Emperor of Ethiopia, an ancient Christian kingdom.

 Enemy: The Italians.

 Reaction:Menelik II was a brilliant diplomat and modernizer.

o Played Rivals: He exploited European rivalries (French vs. British vs. Italians) to

get them to sell him weapons.

o Modern Army: He built a massive, modern army armed with tens of thousands

of rifles and artillery.

o Disputed Treaty: He rejected a fraudulent treaty (the Treaty of Wuchale) that

Italy claimed made Ethiopia an Italian protectorate.

 Outcome: VICTORY.

o Battle of Adowa (1896):Menelik II's army annihilated the Italian army.

o Significance: This was the only major, decisive, and successful large-scale

military victory by an African power over a European colonial army.

o It preserved Ethiopia's independence (along with Liberia), and made Ethiopia a

powerful, global symbol of African pride and resistance.

3. THE ZULU (SOUTH AFRICA)

 Who: A powerful, centralized, and militaristic kingdom in Southern Africa.

 Enemy: The British.

 Background: The British, wanting to create a "Confederation of South Africa," saw the

independent Zulu kingdom as a threat. They issued an impossible ultimatum to the Zulu

King, Cetshwayo, demanding he disband his army.

 Reaction: Cetshwayo refused, leading to the Anglo-Zulu War (1879).

 Outcome: Eventual Failure.

o Battle of Isandlwana (Jan 1879): The Zulu army, using brilliant traditional

tactics (the "bull horn" formation), overran and wiped out a large British camp. It

was one of the worst defeats in British colonial history.

o Battle of Rorke's Drift (Jan 1879): A small group of British soldiers famously

defended a mission station.
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o Final Defeat: The British, shocked and humiliated, sent in a massive, modern

army. The Zulu, despite their victory at Isandlwana, could not win the war. Their

capital, Ulundi, was burned, and their kingdom was broken up.

4. OTHER EXAMPLES

 Maji Maji Rebellion (1905-1907) in German East Africa (Tanzania): A massive

popular revolt, united by a prophet who claimed a "magic water" (maji) would turn

German bullets into water. The Germans brutally crushed it, killing over 200,000 people

(mostly through a "scorched earth" famine).

 Asante (Ghana): Fought several wars against the British, culminating in the "War of the

Golden Stool" (1900), led by Yaa Asantewaa, after the British governor demanded to sit

on their sacred Golden Stool.

EVALUATION

1. What is "Primary Resistance"?

2. What was the main reason most primary resistance movements failed?

3. Who wasMenelik II, and what was the significance of the Battle of Adowa (1896)?

4. Describe the initial success and final outcome of the Zulu resistance in 1879.

5. What was the "Maji Maji" rebellion?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Why did Menelik II of Ethiopia succeed in his resistance while Samori Toure failed?

Write a short paragraph comparing the two.
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WEEK 3: COLONIAL RULE IN AFRICA: SYSTEMS OF ADMINISTRATION

3.1 INTRODUCTION

Once conquest was complete (by c. 1900), the European powers had to govern their new, vast

territories. They did this with a tiny number of European officials, which required a system to

manage the population. The two main systems were Indirect Rule (perfected by the British) and

Direct Rule (used by the French, Belgians, and Portuguese).

3.2 INDIRECT RULE

 Main Proponent: Lord Frederick Lugard (who first applied it in Northern Nigeria,

based on his experience in India).

 Definition: A system of colonial administration where the colonial power (Britain)

governed through existing, pre-colonial traditional rulers and institutions.

 How it Worked (The "Nigerian Model"):

1. The British recognized the Emir (in the North) or the Oba (in the West) as the

"Native Authority."

2. This ruler was allowed to keep his title, his palace, his robes, and his prestige.

3. He was given his own Native Treasury (funded by local taxes), Native Court

(applying "customary law"), and even local police.

4. The Emir was responsible for tax collection, law and order, and recruiting labour

for the colonial government.

5. However, the real power was held by the British "Resident" (or District Officer),

who stood behind the Emir and gave him "advice"—which was, in reality, a

command. The ruler became a paid civil servant of the colonial government.

 Why the British Used It:

1. Cheap: It required very few British officials (just a Resident and his staff), saving

money.

2. Pragmatic: The British (like Lugard) genuinely believed it was more

"acceptable" to the local people and less disruptive.
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3. Lack of Manpower: Britain did not have enough officials to rule every town and

village directly.

 Success and Failure:

o Success (Northern Nigeria): It worked "perfectly" in the Sokoto Caliphate,

which already had a centralized, hierarchical system (Emirs, District Heads) and

a legal/tax system (Shari'a). The British simply co-opted this existing structure.

o Failure (Eastern Nigeria): It was a disaster when applied to the Igbo and other

societies. These societies were acephalous (lacked central kings). They were

governed by councils of elders and village assemblies.

o The British, not understanding this, looked for "chiefs" where none existed and

appointed "stooges" or "Warrant Chiefs," giving them a "warrant" (a certificate)

to rule. These men were corrupt, oppressive, and hated by the people, leading to

massive unrest (e.g., the Aba Women's Riot of 1929).

3.3 DIRECT RULE

 Main Proponents: France, Portugal, Belgium.

 Definition: A system of colonial administration where the colonial power (France)

governed directly through its own European officials. Pre-colonial rulers and institutions

were largely destroyed or ignored.

 Ideology: "Assimilation" (French):

o The French ideology was that their culture was "superior." The goal of

colonialism was to "civilize" Africans by turning them into "black Frenchmen."

o If an African learned to speak perfect French, converted to Christianity, and

adopted French culture, he could (in theory) become an "Assimilé" and be

granted full French citizenship.

o In reality, this was a myth. By 1936, in all of French West Africa (population 15

million), only about 80,000 were "citizens." The bar was set impossibly high.

 How it Worked:

1. The colony was ruled directly from Paris by the Minister of Colonies.
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2. The colony was divided into provinces and districts, all run by French officials

(Commandant de Cercle, etc.).

3. Traditional chiefs were not partners. They were demoted to minor civil servants,

often used as tax collectors or labour recruiters. The French would often replace a

traditional chief with a random, Western-educated African.

4. French law was imposed, not customary law.

5. The system was centralized, rigid, and uniform.

 Later Policy: "Association":When Assimilation clearly failed, the French adopted

"Association," which was a more pragmatic policy (similar to Indirect Rule) of

"associating" with local cultures, but it still maintained French superiority.

3.4 COMPARISON

Feature British Indirect Rule French Direct Rule (Assimilation)

Philosophy "Civilize" through tradition (pragmatic). "Civilize" by imposing French

culture (idealistic).

Role of

Chiefs

Preserved and empowered (as long as

loyal). Central to the system.

Destroyed or ignored. Reduced to

minor agents.

Legal

System

Dual: British Law for Europeans;

Customary/Shari'a Law for Africans.

Single: French Law.

Educated

Elite

Seen as a "threat" to the traditional rulers;

often kept out of government.

Seen as the goal of the system. The

"Assimilé" was the ideal.

Flexibility Flexible; adapted to each region (e.g.,

North vs. East).

Rigid and uniform; the same system

everywhere.

EVALUATION

1. Define "Indirect Rule" and "Direct Rule."

2. Who was Lord Lugard, and where did Indirect Rule work most successfully in Nigeria?

Why?

3. Why did Indirect Rule fail in Igbo land, and what was the consequence?

4. What was the French policy of "Assimilation"?
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5. State two major differences between the British and French systems regarding the role of

traditional chiefs.

ASSIGNMENT

1. If you were an African traditional ruler (e.g., an Emir or Oba) in 1910, would you have

preferred the British or the French system? Write a short paragraph explaining your

choice.
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WEEK 4: COLONIAL ECONOMY AND UNDERDEVELOPMENT

4.1 INTRODUCTION: THE "COLONIAL COMPACT"

The "colonial economy" was not designed to benefit Africa. It was designed to do two things for

Europe:

1. Extract cheap raw materials.

2. Create a "captive market" to sell European manufactured goods.

This entire system, which made Africa dependent on Europe, is the root of modern African

"underdevelopment."

4.2 KEY FEATURES OF THE COLONIAL ECONOMY

1. CASH CROP PRODUCTION

 Colonial governments aggressively promoted (or forced) the production of cash crops

(crops for export, not for food).

 Method:

o Peasant Production (West Africa): In Nigeria and Ghana, the British

encouraged (and sometimes forced) local farmers to grow cash crops on their own

land.

 Nigeria: Palm oil (East), Cocoa (West), Groundnuts (North).

 Ghana: Cocoa.

o Plantation Production (East/Central Africa): In places like Kenya and Congo,

the best land was seized from Africans and given to white settlers, who created

massive "plantations" and forced Africans to work on them.

 Impact:

o "Monoculture" Economy: The entire economy of a country became dependent

on one crop (e.g., Ghana and cocoa). This made them vulnerable to world price

changes.
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o Decline in Food Production: The best land and all the labour were used for cash

crops, leading to a neglect of food crops. This led to food shortages and the need

to import food (e.g., rice) for the first time.

2. TAXATION

 Purpose: The colonial state had to be self-funding. The British (or French) taxpayer did

not want to pay for ruling Africa.

 How: The colonial government imposed taxes (e.g., Hut Tax, Poll Tax) on all Africans,

payable only in the new colonial currency (e.g., British Shillings, not cowries or

manillas).

 Impact (The "Catch-22"):

o To get the money to pay the tax, an African had no choice but to participate in the

new economy.

o He had two options:

1. Stop growing yams (food) and start growing a cash crop (e.g., cocoa) to

sell.

2. Leave his village to work for a European as a labourer on a railway, in a

mine, or on a plantation.

o Taxation was the primary tool used to create a "labour force."

3. FORCED LABOUR

 When taxes failed to produce enough workers, the colonial states used forced labour

(corvée).

 Villages were ordered to provide men (for no or little pay) to work on "public projects,"

which were almost always for economic extraction.

 Examples: Building railways, roads, or working in mines. The brutal system in King

Leopold's Congo (for rubber) was the most extreme and violent form.

4. INFRASTRUCTURE (ROADS AND RAILWAYS)

 The colonialists built impressive infrastructure (railways, roads, ports).
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 Purpose: These were not built to "help" Africans or connect African cities. They were

built for one purpose: extraction.

 Pattern: The railway lines in Nigeria and Ghana all run from the interior (where the cash

crops were) directly to a single port city (Lagos, Port Harcourt, Accra) for export. They

were designed to "drain" the wealth of the interior to the coast.

5. TRADE EXPLOITATION (MERCANTILISM)

 Policy: Africans were free to produce cash crops, but they were not free to sell them to

whomever they wanted.

 Monopoly: Large European trading companies (e.g., Royal Niger Company in Nigeria,

UAC) were given monopolies.

 The System:

1. The European companies (who were all in agreement) set a very low, fixed price

for the cash crops they bought from African farmers.

2. The same companies imported European manufactured goods (e.g., cloth,

bicycles, machetes) and sold them to the same farmers at a very high, fixed price.

 Result: The African farmer was trapped. He was forced to sell his goods cheaply and buy

his needs expensively, locking him into a cycle of poverty and dependency.

EVALUATION

1. What were the two main goals of the colonial economy?

2. What is a "cash crop"? Name two (2) examples from Nigeria.

3. Explain how taxation was used to force Africans to work for the colonial economy.

4. What was the real purpose of the railways and roads built by the colonial governments?

5. Explain the "sell low, buy high" trade exploitation system used by European companies.

ASSIGNMENT

1. "The colonial economy was the root cause of modern African underdevelopment." Write

a paragraph explaining this statement, using at least three pieces of evidence from the

lesson.
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WEEK 5: MIDTERM EXAMINATION

This week is for the Midterm Examination, covering all topics from Weeks 1-4.

 Topics: Berlin Conference (causes, decisions, impact), African Primary Resistance

(Menelik, Samori, Zulu), Systems of Rule (Indirect vs. Direct), and the Colonial

Economy (cash crops, tax, labour, exploitation).
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WEEK 6: COLONIAL AFRICA AND THEWORLD WARS

6.1 INTRODUCTION

The two great "World Wars" (WWI: 1914-1918; WWII: 1939-1945) were fundamentally

European conflicts, but they were fought in Africa as well. The wars had a massive and

transformative impact on the continent, shaking the foundations of colonialism and directly

leading to the rise of nationalism.

6.2 AFRICA'S ROLE IN THEWORLDWARS

1. A THEATRE OFWAR

 WWI: As soon as Britain and France declared war on Germany, their colonies were also

at war.

o Conquest of German Colonies: British and French forces in West Africa

immediately invaded and conquered German Togoland and German Cameroon.

o East Africa Campaign: A long, brutal guerrilla war was fought in German East

Africa (Tanzania), where the brilliant German commander, Von Lettow-Vorbeck,

led his African troops (Askaris) against a much larger Allied force for the entire

war.

 WWII:

o North Africa Campaign: The deserts of Egypt, Libya, and Tunisia were a major

battleground between the Allies (British, Americans) and the Axis (Germans,

Italians).

o Ethiopian Campaign: The British, aided by Ethiopian freedom fighters, liberated

Ethiopia from its Italian occupiers (who had invaded in 1935).

2. SUPPLIER OF SOLDIERS

 Africans were recruited (often by force) to fight for their colonial masters.

 WWI: Hundreds of thousands of African soldiers (e.g., the Tirailleurs Sénégalais for

France) were sent to fight in the trenches of Europe.
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 WWII: This was on an even larger scale. The Royal West African Frontier Force

(RWAFF), with many Nigerian and Ghanaian soldiers, fought brilliantly against the

Japanese in the jungles of Burma (Asia).

3. SUPPLIER OF RESOURCES AND LABOUR

 Colonial economies went into overdrive.

 Forced Production: Africans were forced to produce more cash crops and minerals (e.g.,

tin from Jos) for the war effort.

 Forced Labour: Millions of Africans were conscripted as porters, labourers, and carriers,

often suffering terrible conditions.

6.3 IMPACT OF THEWARS ON AFRICA

The wars were a "double-edged sword" for the colonial powers. They helped them win the war,

but they lost the empire as a result.

1. "The Myth of White Invincibility" was Shattered:

o African soldiers saw white soldiers (Europeans) bleed, die, and surrender.

o In Burma, they saw white British soldiers defeated by a non-white power (Japan).

o In North Africa, they saw white Frenchmen fighting white Germans.

o Impact: The "spell" was broken. The old, racist idea that the white man was a

"god," naturally superior and invincible, was destroyed forever. African soldiers

returned home with a new confidence and a new contempt for their colonial

masters.

2. Economic Hardship:

o The wars caused massive inflation, disruption of trade, and shortages of imported

goods.

o The colonial powers "squeezed" the colonies harder, increasing taxes and forced

production, which made colonialism even more unpopular.

3. The "Atlantic Charter" (1941):

o This was a joint declaration by the leaders of the USA (Roosevelt) and Britain

(Churchill) during WWII.
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o It stated that one of their war aims was to "respect the right of all peoples to

choose the form of government under which they will live."

o This was a promise of self-determination. While Churchill claimed it only applied

to European nations, African nationalists (like Nnamdi Azikiwe) seized on this

promise and used it to demand independence.

4. Creation of a New "Radicalized" Elite:

o The returning ex-servicemen (veterans) were a new, angry, and radical force.

They were trained in modern warfare, had seen the world, and were promised jobs

and pensions that they never received. They became the "shock troops" of the new

nationalist movements.

o The "urban elite" (workers, teachers) who had suffered economically also became

more radical.

5. Weakening of the Colonial Powers (Britain and France):

o The wars (especially WWII) left Britain and France victorious, but financially and

morally bankrupt. They were too broke and too tired to fight a new round of

colonial wars to hold onto their empires against the rising tide of nationalism.

6. Rise of New Superpowers (USA and USSR):

o The new world leaders were the USA and the Soviet Union. Both were (for

different reasons) anti-colonial and put pressure on Britain and France to grant

independence to their colonies.

EVALUATION

1. Name two (2) African countries that were German colonies and were invaded during

WWI.

2. Where did the Nigerian soldiers of the RWAFF fight during WWII?

3. What was the "Atlantic Charter," and how did African nationalists use it?

4. Explain what is meant by "shattering the myth of white invincibility."

5. List three (3) major impacts of the World Wars on Africa.

ASSIGNMENT
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1. "The Second World War was the single most important cause of independence in Africa."

Write a short paragraph arguing in support of this statement.
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WEEK 7: MIDTERM BREAK

This week is for the midterm break.
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WEEK 8: ORIGINS OF NATIONALISM IN AFRICA

8.1 INTRODUCTION

Nationalism is the desire of a people to be free from foreign domination and to rule themselves;

it is the feeling of a shared identity (as "Nigerians" or "Ghanaians") that leads to a demand for an

independent nation-state.

This was a new idea. Before colonialism, people's identities were ethnic (Yoruba, Igbo, Asante),

not "national." Colonialism, ironically, created nationalism by:

1. Lumping all these groups into one "country."

2. Giving them a common enemy (the colonial government).

8.2 FORMS OF NATIONALISM

1. EARLY RESISTANCE (PRIMARY RESISTANCE)

 Who: Traditional rulers and peoples (e.g., Samori Toure, the Zulu).

 Goal: "Restoration." They wanted to drive the Europeans out and restore the old, pre-

colonial order. They were fighting for the independence of the Mandinka Empire or the

Zulu Kingdom, not "Guinea" or "South Africa."

 Outcome: Failed by 1900.

2. EARLY NATIONALISM (1900s - 1930s)

 Who: The new, Western-educated elite (doctors, lawyers, journalists, "Saros") created by

the missionaries (see SS3 First Term, Week 8).

 Key Organizations:

o National Congress of British West Africa (NCBWA) (1920): Led by

professionals like J.E. Casely Hayford (Ghana) and Akinwande Savage

(Nigeria).

 Goal: "Accommodation" and "Reform."

o They were not demanding independence. They were "cultural nationalists."
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o They accepted colonial rule but wanted "a seat at the table."

o Their Demands:More representation for Africans in the colonial Legislative

Councils; an end to racism and discrimination in the civil service; more schools

and universities; not "Africa for the Africans," but "a British West Africa."

 Tactics: Gentle, "aristocratic" methods: writing newspaper articles, sending petitions to

London, holding polite meetings.

 Outcome: They were largely ignored by the colonial government.

3. RADICAL / MASS NATIONALISM (1940s - 1960s)

 Who: A new, more radical generation (the "post-war" generation).

o The "Young Men": (e.g., Nnamdi Azikiwe, Kwame Nkrumah). Often US-

educated, more radical, and impatient.

o The Masses: They were joined by the angry ex-servicemen (WWII veterans),

urban workers (e.g., trade unions), farmers (angry at low cash crop prices), and

market women.

 Goal: "INDEPENDENCE NOW!"

o They were not asking for reform; they were demanding a total end to colonialism.

 Tactics: "Positive Action."

o They rejected the "gentle" tactics of the NCBWA.

o They used "mass" tactics:Mass political parties (NCNC, CPP), fiery newspaper

articles (Zik's West African Pilot), strikes, boycotts, and mass rallies.

 Outcome: Succeeded in winning independence for most of Africa between 1957 and

1963.

8.3 FACTORS THAT GAVE RISE TO NATIONALISM

1. Colonial Oppression (The "Common Enemy"): Economic exploitation (tax, forced

labour), social discrimination (racism), and political oppression (lack of a voice) gave

everyone a reason to unite against the colonial government.
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2. Western Education:Mission schools created an elite that could read, write, and

understand European ideas of "Democracy," "Liberty," and "Nationalism." They

used the "master's tools" against him.

3. The Impact of the World Wars: (See Week 6). Shattered the "white myth," created

angry veterans, and provided the "Atlantic Charter."

4. The "African" Press: Newspapers (like Zik's West African Pilot and Nkrumah's Accra

Evening News) were crucial for spreading nationalist ideas to the masses.

5. Rise of Trade Unions: Colonialism created a new "working class" (e.g., railway workers,

miners). They organized into unions to demand better pay. The 1945 General Strike in

Nigeria (led by Michael Imoudu) was a key nationalist event, paralyzing the colonial

economy.

6. External Influences: (See Week 10). Pan-Africanism, the UN, etc.

EVALUATION

1. Define "nationalism." How did colonialism "create" it?

2. What was the goal of "Primary Resistance"?

3. Who led "Early Nationalism" (e.g., the NCBWA), and what was their main goal?

4. Who led "Radical/Mass Nationalism," and how were their tactics different?

5. List three (3) major factors that caused the rise of nationalism.

ASSIGNMENT

1. Explain the role of the Western-educated elite in both "Early Nationalism" and "Radical

Nationalism."
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WEEK 9: PATTERNS OF NATIONALIST MOVEMENTS AND INDEPENDENCE

9.1 INTRODUCTION

Not all African countries gained independence in the same way. The "pattern" of decolonization

depended on one, single factor:Was there a large, powerful population of white settlers?

 Pattern 1: No Settlers (West Africa):

o Examples: Nigeria, Ghana.

o Process: Relatively peaceful, constitutional, and political.

o Reason: There was no large European population demanding to stay. The British

could "hand over" power to the nationalist elite.

 Pattern 2: Large Settler Population (East/Southern Africa):

o Examples: Kenya, Algeria, South Africa, Zimbabwe.

o Process: Violent, protracted, and led to "Wars of Liberation."

o Reason: The white settlers (who owned all the best land and ran the government)

refused to give up power, leading to armed struggle.

9.2 CASE STUDY: GHANA (GOLD COAST)

 Pattern: Peaceful, "No Settler" model.

 Key Nationalist: Kwame Nkrumah.

 The Story:

1. Early Nationalism: The NCBWA (led by Casely Hayford) was active, but seen

as too slow.

2. UGCC (1947): The "United Gold Coast Convention" was formed by moderate,

elite nationalists (like J.B. Danquah) as a reformist party.

3. Nkrumah's Arrival: They invited Kwame Nkrumah (who had been in the USA

and UK, and was highly radical) to be their General Secretary.

4. Accra Riots (1948): Ex-servicemen rioted over inflation. The British panicked

and arrested Nkrumah and Danquah ("The Big Six"). This made Nkrumah a

national hero.
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5. The Split (1949): Nkrumah found the UGCC too "elitist" and slow. He broke

away and formed the Convention People's Party (CPP).

 Slogan: "Self-Government NOW!"

 Base: He appealed to the "masses" (the youth, workers, market women).

6. "Positive Action" (1950): Nkrumah launched a nationwide campaign of strikes

and boycotts. The British arrested him and put him in jail.

7. Election (1951):While still in prison, Nkrumah's CPP won a landslide victory in

the election. The British Governor (Arden-Clarke) had no choice: he released

Nkrumah from jail and made him "Leader of Government Business" (and later

Prime Minister).

8. Independence (1957): After 6 years of "self-government," Ghana became the

first sub-Saharan African country to gain independence onMarch 6, 1957.

9.3 CASE STUDY: NIGERIA

 Pattern: Peaceful, "No Settler" model, but complicated by ethnic divisions and

regionalism.

 Key Nationalists: Nnamdi Azikiwe (Zik), Obafemi Awolowo (Awo), Ahmadu Bello

(Sardauna).

 The Story:

1. Early Nationalism: Herbert Macaulay, NCBWA.

2. NCNC (1944): The National Council of Nigeria and the Cameroons (later, ...of

Nigerian Citizens). Founded by Herbert Macaulay and Nnamdi Azikiwe. This

was the first "national" party, and Zik (with his West African Pilot newspaper)

was a pan-Nigeria hero.

3. Constitutional Era: The British (under Governors Richards and Macpherson)

tried to write constitutions that would unite the country.

4. The "Tragedy" of Nigerian Nationalism: Instead of a single, united movement

(like Ghana's CPP), Nigerian nationalism split along ethnic lines.

 NCNC: Became seen as an Igbo-dominated party (East).

 Action Group (AG) (1951): Formed by Obafemi Awolowo as a Yoruba-

dominated party (West).
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 Northern People's Congress (NPC) (1951): Formed by Ahmadu Bello

as a Hausa-Fulani-dominated party (North). The North feared that

independence would mean domination by the more-educated South.

5. Independence (1960): The three regional parties (which were often fighting each

other) finally managed to agree on a federal constitution (which gave a lot of

power to the regions) and formed a coalition government (NPC + NCNC).

6. Nigeria gained independence on October 1, 1960, as a "compromise" between

three regional blocs, not as a single, unified nation (which would lead to problems

later).

9.4 CASE STUDY: KENYA

 Pattern: Violent, "White Settler" model.

 The Situation: Kenya had a large, rich, and powerful white settler population (less than

1%) who owned all the best farmland (the "White Highlands") while the native Kikuyu

people were forced onto "reserves" or lived as poor "squatters."

 The Story:

1. Early Nationalism: The Kikuyu Central Association (KCA), formed in the

1920s and later led by Jomo Kenyatta, peacefully petitioned for the return of

their "stolen lands." They were ignored for 30 years.

2. Radicalization (1952): By the 1950s, the Kikuyu had lost all hope in peaceful

methods. A secret, radical, armed group formed, which the British called the

"Mau Mau."

3. "Mau Mau" War (1952-1960):

 This was a brutal guerrilla war (a "war of liberation").

 The Mau Mau (mostly Kikuyu) attacked white settlers and, more often,

"loyalist" (pro-British) Africans.

 The British declared a "State of Emergency," arrested Kenyatta (who they

falsely claimed was the leader), and waged a counter-insurgency. They

rounded up over 1.5 million Kikuyu into "detention camps" (concentration

camps) where torture and abuse were widespread.

4. Outcome:
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 Military Defeat: The British militarily defeated the Mau Mau fighters in

the forest.

 Political Victory: The war politically broke the will of the British

government. It was too expensive, too bloody, and too embarrassing.

 The British government realized that multi-racial settler rule was

impossible. They abandoned the white settlers, released Kenyatta from

prison, and negotiated independence.

5. Independence (1963): Kenya became independent with Jomo Kenyatta as its

first leader. They had to fight for their freedom.

EVALUATION

1. What was the single most important factor that determined whether a country's path to

independence was violent or peaceful?

2. What was Kwame Nkrumah's party, and what was its slogan?

3. Why was Ghana's independence in 1957 so significant?

4. What was the "tragedy" of Nigerian nationalism, and what were the three main parties

and their leaders?

5. Why was Kenya's independence struggle so violent? What was the name of the "war of

liberation"?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Compare the nationalist movements of Nigeria and Ghana. Why did Ghana get

independence before Nigeria, despite Nigeria having an earlier start? (Hint: Think about

unity vs. regionalism).
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WEEK 10: EXTERNAL INFLUENCES ON AFRICAN NATIONALISM

10.1 INTRODUCTION

The rise of nationalism was an internal African phenomenon, but it was powerfully aided and

influenced by ideas and events from outside the continent.

10.2 PAN-AFRICANISM

 Definition: An intellectual and political movement based on the idea that all people of

African descent (both on the continent and in the Diaspora - USA, Caribbean) share

a common heritage, a common destiny, and a common struggle against racism and

colonialism.

 Motto: "Africa for the Africans."

 Early Leaders (The "Diaspora"): The early leaders were not in Africa; they were in the

USA and the Caribbean.

o W.E.B. Du Bois (USA): An African-American sociologist. He organized the

early Pan-African Congresses (1919, 1921, etc.) where Black leaders met to

demand rights.

o Marcus Garvey (Jamaica/USA): A charismatic leader who founded the

"Universal Negro Improvement Association" (UNIA). He preached "Black

Pride" and a "Back to Africa" movement.

 The 5th Pan-African Congress (Manchester, 1945):

o This was the most important one. It took place right after WWII.

o Crucial Change: For the first time, African leaders from the continent (like

Kwame Nkrumah (Ghana), Jomo Kenyatta (Kenya), Nnamdi Azikiwe

(Nigeria)) were at the centre.

o New Goal: The old congresses asked for "rights." The 1945 Congress (inspired

by Nkrumah) declared a new, radical goal: total independence for Africa, using

"all means necessary," including strikes and boycotts.
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o Impact: This congress was the "planning meeting" for the radical nationalism

that freed Africa. The leaders went home from this meeting and started the parties

(CPP, etc.) that won independence.

10.3 THE UNITED NATIONS (UNO)

 Formation: Founded in 1945 after WWII to ensure global peace.

 Impact:

1. Anti-Colonial: The UN Charter (like the Atlantic Charter) promoted self-

determination.

2. A "Platform" for Nationalists: The UN gave African nationalists a global stage.

They could travel to the UN in New York and petition the "Trusteeship

Council" and the "Committee on Decolonization," embarrassing their colonial

masters in front of the whole world.

3. Pressure: The growing "Afro-Asian Bloc" (led by India) in the UN General

Assembly passed resolutions that put constant diplomatic pressure on Britain and

France.

10.4 IMPACT OF THEWORLDWARS

 (As covered in Week 6).

 Shattered white invincibility.

 Gave nationalists the "Atlantic Charter" as a legal/moral argument.

 Weakened the colonial powers (Britain/France).

 Raised up new anti-colonial superpowers (USA/USSR).

10.5 THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU)

 Formation: Founded in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) in 1963.

 Role: The OAU was formed after most countries were independent, but it played a

crucial role in helping the last ones.

 The "Liberation Committee": The OAU provided money, weapons, training, and

diplomatic support to the "Liberation Movements" fighting violent settler wars in:
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o Angola and Mozambique (fighting Portugal).

o Zimbabwe (fighting Ian Smith's white settler regime).

o South Africa (fighting Apartheid).

 The OAU helped to keep the "frontline states" (like Zambia, Tanzania) afloat as they

supported these wars.

10.6 GLOBAL SOLIDARITY (USA & USSR)

The "Cold War" (c. 1947-1991) between the USA and the USSR also helped nationalism.

 The USA (Capitalist):Was officially anti-colonial (it was their "first colony"). They put

pressure on Britain/France to decolonize, fearing that if they didn't, the nationalists would

turn to communism.

 The USSR (Communist):Was aggressively anti-colonial. They gave money, weapons,

and training to the most radical liberation movements (like in Angola and Mozambique)

to turn them into communist allies.

 Impact: African nationalists were able to play the two superpowers against each other to

get support.

EVALUATION

1. Define "Pan-Africanism."

2. Who wereW.E.B. Du Bois andMarcus Garvey?

3. Why was the 5th Pan-African Congress (1945) so important, and who was a key leader

there?

4. List two (2) ways the United Nations (UN) helped African nationalism.

5. What was the OAU, and what was the role of its "Liberation Committee"?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Explain how the "Cold War" (the rivalry between the USA and the USSR) helped

African countries gain independence.
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WEEK 11: REVISION

 Comprehensive Review of Second Term Themes: This week is dedicated to reviewing

and connecting all the topics from the term, which tell the complete story of colonial rule

from its start to its finish.

 Theme 1: The Beginning (Week 1):

o The Berlin Conference (1884-85): The "legal" start. How Europeans set the

"rules" (Effective Occupation) to partition Africa, leading to "Artificial

Boundaries."

 Theme 2: The Conquest (Week 2):

o Primary Resistance: How Africans (Samori, Zulu) fought back against the

conquest and were (mostly) defeated by superior technology (Maxim Gun).

o Exception: Menelik II of Ethiopia (Adowa, 1896), the great symbol of

successful resistance.

 Theme 3: The System (Weeks 3 & 4):

o How to Rule: The two systems of administration:

 Indirect Rule (Britain): Using chiefs (successful in North, failed in East -

Warrant Chiefs).

 Direct Rule (France): "Assimilation," ignoring chiefs.

o The Colonial Economy: The purpose of colonial rule.

 Cash Crops (Monoculture), Taxation, Forced Labour, Exploitative

Trade.

 The root of "underdevelopment."

 Theme 4: The Turning Point (Week 6):

o The World Wars: The "shattering of the white myth."

o The Atlantic Charter and the rise of the USA/USSR weakened the colonial

powers.

 Theme 5: The End (Weeks 8, 9, 10):

o Rise of Nationalism:

 Internal Factors: Educated elite, trade unions, ex-servicemen.

 External Factors: Pan-Africanism (1945 Congress), the UN.



62

o Patterns of Independence:

 Peaceful (Ghana/Nigeria): No settlers, political negotiation. (Though

Nigeria was complicated by regionalism).

 Violent (Kenya): "White Settler" wars of liberation (Mau Mau).

 Practice Past Questions: Students will practice SSCE/WAEC/NECO questions that

cover this entire timeline.
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SS3 NIGERIAN HISTORY LESSON NOTES

THIRD TERM

WEEK 1: PRELUDE TO APARTHEID

1.1 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Apartheid ("apartness" in Afrikaans) was not an invention of 1948. It was the legal culmination

of over 300 years of racial segregation and white minority rule in South Africa.

 1652: Dutch Arrival: The Dutch East India Company established a small refreshment

station at the Cape of Good Hope, led by Jan van Riebeeck. These settlers became

known as Boers (Dutch for "farmers") and later, Afrikaners.

 Boer-Calvinist Ideology: The Boers were strict Calvinist Protestants. They developed a

deep-seated belief that they were God's "chosen people" in Africa, and that their

superiority over the indigenous Khoikhoi, San, and Bantu-speaking peoples was

divinely ordained.

 1806: British Takeover: Britain seized control of the Cape Colony during the

Napoleonic Wars.

 Conflict of Cultures: The British and the Boers clashed. The British, influenced by the

abolitionist movement, (1) abolished the slave trade in 1807, (2) abolished slavery itself

in 1834, and (3) promoted a (limited) degree of non-racialism.

 The Great Trek (1830s-1840s): In response, thousands of deeply conservative Boers

(Voortrekkers) embarked on a mass migration away from British control into the interior.

They defeated indigenous groups (like the Zulu at the Battle of Blood River, 1838) and

established their own independent Boer Republics: the Transvaal and the Orange Free

State.

 Discovery of Minerals:

o Diamonds (Kimberley, 1867): This sparked a massive rush of European miners

and capital, led by figures like Cecil Rhodes.

o Gold (Witwatersrand, 1886): This transformed the Transvaal from a poor,

agrarian republic into the richest state in Southern Africa.



64

 South African War (Boer War, 1899-1902): The British, seeking to control the gold,

went to war with the Boer republics. The British won the war, but in the peace treaty,

they made a fatal compromise to appease the defeated Afrikaners: they promised that the

rights of Black Africans would not be considered until after South Africa was given self-

government.

 The Union of South Africa (1910): Britain granted independence to the Union of South

Africa, effectively handing over total political power to the white minority (both British

and Afrikaner).

 Early Segregation Laws: The new white-minority government immediately passed

segregationist laws:

o Natives' Land Act (1913): This was the original sin of Apartheid. It reserved

93% of South Africa's land for whites (who were less than 20% of the population)

and restricted all Black Africans to just 7% of the land in "reserves."

1.2 CAUSES AND IMPLEMENTATION

 Afrikaner Nationalism: The Afrikaners felt defeated and humiliated by the British after

the Boer War. They developed a strong, defensive, and racist nationalism.

 The "Swaart Gevaar" (Black Peril): After WWII, many Black Africans moved to the

cities for industrial jobs. This "urban influx" frightened poor, working-class whites, who

feared losing their jobs and "racial purity."

 The Election of 1948: The National Party (NP), led by D.F. Malan, ran a political

campaign based only on the idea of "Apartheid" as the solution to the "Black Peril." They

won a surprise victory, took power, and immediately began to build their system.

 Implementation: Apartheid was implemented as a total, all-encompassing legal

framework. It was not just segregation; it was a system of total social, political, and

economic engineering.

EVALUATION

1. Who were the Boers/Afrikaners, and what was their core religious belief?

2. What was the "Great Trek"?
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3. Why were the discoveries of diamonds and gold so important?

4. What was the Natives' Land Act of 1913, and why was it so significant?

5. What party won the 1948 election, and on what platform?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Explain the difference between the "segregation" that existed before 1948 and the

"Apartheid" that was implemented after 1948.
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WEEK 2: APARTHEID LEGISLATION AND SUPPRESSION

2.1 THE PILLARS OF APARTHEID LEGISLATION

The National Party government passed a series of laws to control every aspect of life. These laws

can be divided into "Petty Apartheid" and "Grand Apartheid."

A. PETTY APARTHEID (Social Segregation)

These laws were designed to ensure complete social separation and to humiliate non-whites.

1. Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act (1949):Made it illegal for whites to marry people

of other races.

2. Immorality Act (1950):Made sexual relations between whites and non-whites a crime.

3. Reservation of Separate Amenities Act (1953): Legalized "separate but equal" (which

meant separate and grossly unequal) facilities: parks, beaches, buses, toilets, park

benches, etc., were all segregated.

B. GRAND APARTHEID (Political and Territorial Segregation)

These laws were the core of the system, designed to make Black South Africans foreigners in

their own country.

1. Population Registration Act (1950): This was the "foundation" of the system. It

classified every single person in South Africa into one of four racial categories:White,

Coloured (mixed-race), Indian (Asian), or Bantu (Black African).

2. Group Areas Act (1950): This law designated specific urban areas for each racial group.

It was used to forcibly destroy vibrant, non-racial neighbourhoods (like Sophiatown in

Johannesburg) and move millions of non-whites to segregated townships (like Soweto -

SOuth WEstern TOwnships).

3. Pass Laws: These laws required all Black men (and later women) to carry a "pass book"

(dompas) at all times. This book contained their racial ID, employment status, and

permission to be in a "white" area. Failure to produce the pass on demand meant

immediate arrest.
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4. Bantu Authorities Act (1951) & Promotion of Bantu Self-Government Act (1959):

This was the "master plan" of Grand Apartheid.

o It divided the Black population into 10 distinct "tribal" groups (e.g., Zulu, Xhosa,

Tswana).

o It declared that the 13% of land set aside in 1913 would be their "Homelands" or

"Bantustans."

o The government's stated goal was that these Bantustans would eventually become

"independent countries."

o The Real Goal: To strip all Black South Africans of their citizenship. A Xhosa

person, even if they were born in Soweto and had never seen the "homeland,"

would be declared a "citizen" of the Transkei. They could then be treated as a

foreign migrant worker in the "white" 87% of South Africa, with no rights at all.

5. Bantu Education Act (1953): This law put all Black education under state control. Its

architect, Hendrik Verwoerd, stated that its purpose was to teach Black children that

they were "hewers of wood and drawers of water" and that they had no place in "white"

society above the level of "certain forms of labour."

2.2 RESISTANCE MOVEMENTS

Resistance to white rule was old, but Apartheid galvanized it.

1. The African National Congress (ANC): Founded in 1912, it was initially a moderate,

"elite" group that used petitions. By the 1950s, its Youth League (led by Nelson

Mandela, Oliver Tambo, Walter Sisulu) pushed the party in a more radical direction.

2. The Defiance Campaign (1952): The ANC and Indian Congress (SAIC) launched a

non-violent campaign of mass civil disobedience. Tens of thousands of volunteers

courted arrest by deliberately breaking Apartheid laws (e.g., entering "whites-only" areas).

3. The Freedom Charter (1955): A "Congress of the People" (ANC, SAIC, and

white/coloured allies) met in Kliptown and adopted the Freedom Charter, a visionary

document declaring that "South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and white."

4. Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC): Formed in 1959 by Robert Sobukwe, who broke

away from the ANC. The PAC was "Africanist"—they rejected the ANC's multi-
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racialism ("South Africa belongs to all...") and argued for "Africa for the Africans" (a

Black-only struggle).

5. The Sharpeville Massacre (1960): This was the major turning point. The PAC

organized a mass protest against the Pass Laws. In the township of Sharpeville, police

opened fire on an unarmed, peaceful crowd, killing 69 people (many shot in the back as

they fled).

6. The Shift to Armed Struggle:

o After Sharpeville, the government declared a state of emergency and banned the

ANC and PAC.

o Non-violent protest was now impossible.

o The ANC formed a military wing: Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK) ("Spear of the

Nation"), led by Mandela.

o The PAC formed a military wing: Poqo.

7. Rivonia Trial (1963-64):Mandela and other MK leaders were arrested at a farmhouse in

Rivonia. They were tried for treason. Mandela gave a famous speech from the dock,

ending, "It is an ideal for which I am prepared to die." He and the others were sentenced

to life imprisonment on Robben Island.

8. Later Resistance:

o Steve Biko & the Black Consciousness Movement (BCM) (1970s): A new

movement focused on psychological liberation, teaching Black people to

overcome their "slave mentality" and embrace "Black is Beautiful." Biko was

murdered in police custody in 1977.

o Soweto Uprising (1976): A mass protest by schoolchildren against the forced use

of the Afrikaans language in schools. Police opened fire, killing hundreds of

children (starting with 13-year-old Hector Pieterson). This re-ignited the global

anti-apartheid movement.

EVALUATION

1. What was the Population Registration Act, and why was it the "foundation" of

Apartheid?
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2. Explain the purpose of the Bantustans (Homelands). What was the "Grand Apartheid"

plan?

3. What was the Bantu Education Act designed to achieve?

4. What was the Sharpeville Massacre (1960), and what major change did it cause in the

resistance movement?

5. Who was Steve Biko, and what was the "Black Consciousness Movement"?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Compare the "Freedom Charter" (1955) of the ANC with the ideology of the PAC. What

was the main point of disagreement?
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WEEK 3: THE OAU (AU) AND THE FIGHT AGAINST APARTHEID

3.1 OAU'S STANCE

The Organization of African Unity (OAU) was founded in Addis Ababa in 1963. The

liberation of all parts of Africa from colonialism and white-minority rule was a core principle of

its charter. Apartheid South Africa was seen as the "final boss" of African colonialism.

3.2 ROLE OF THE OAU

The OAU's fight against Apartheid was multi-faceted, involving diplomatic, military, and

economic support for the liberation movements.

1. The OAU Liberation Committee:

o This was the OAU's most practical tool. It was based in Dar es Salaam,

Tanzania.

o Its sole purpose was to coordinate the anti-colonial struggle.

o Funding: OAU member states contributed (in theory) to a special fund to support

liberation movements.

o Military Support: The committee provided weapons, military training, and

safe bases for the ANC and PAC.

o Diplomatic Recognition: The OAU recognized the ANC and PAC as the

legitimate "liberation movements," giving them observer status at OAU meetings.

2. The "Frontline States":

o These were the OAU-member states that shared a border with (or were close to)

South Africa: Tanzania, Zambia, Botswana, Angola, Mozambique, and (after

1980) Zimbabwe.

o These countries paid the highest price for the struggle.

o Role: They hosted ANC/PAC military bases and refugee camps.

o South Africa's Retaliation: South Africa waged a "total strategy" of

destabilization against them, including:

 Funding rebel groups (e.g., RENAMO in Mozambique, UNITA in

Angola).
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 Bombing raids and assassinations in their capitals.

 Economic sabotage.

o The OAU's role was to provide financial and political support to these states to

help them withstand the pressure.

3. Diplomatic and Economic Isolation:

o The OAU (led by countries like Nigeria and Zambia) led the global campaign to

isolate South Africa.

o At the UN: The "Africa Bloc" at the UN General Assembly relentlessly pushed

for resolutions condemning Apartheid, leading to South Africa being suspended

from the General Assembly.

o Sanctions: The OAU pushed for full, mandatory economic and military

sanctions. This was difficult (often vetoed by the USA and UK in the Security

Council), but they succeeded in getting a mandatory arms embargo in 1977.

o At the Commonwealth: African members (led by Nigeria and Tanzania's Julius

Nyerere) forced South Africa to withdraw from the Commonwealth in 1961.

o Sports Boycotts: This was a highly effective OAU-led strategy. They organized a

boycott of South Africa from the Olympic Games (from 1964) and international

rugby and cricket. This deeply hurt the sports-obsessed white population.

4. International Organizations:

o United Nations (UN): Declared Apartheid a "crime against humanity."

o International Court of Justice (ICJ): Ruled that South Africa's occupation of

Namibia (South-West Africa) was illegal.

o This international pressure, coordinated by the OAU, combined with internal

resistance (Soweto, strikes) and the high cost of its wars, finally forced the white

government to the negotiating table in the late 1980s. Nelson Mandela was

released in 1990, and the first democratic, multi-racial election was held in 1994.

EVALUATION

1. What was the OAU Liberation Committee, and what was its main function?

2. Who were the "Frontline States"? Name three of them.

3. Why did the Frontline States "pay the highest price" for the struggle?
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4. List three (3) specific diplomatic actions the OAU took to isolate South Africa.

5. What was the "sports boycott," and why was it effective?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Nigeria was often called a "Frontline State" even though it did not share a border with

South Africa. Do some quick research and write a paragraph explaining Nigeria's specific

contributions to the anti-apartheid struggle. (Hint: Think about Festac '77, "Mandela" tax,

Barclays Bank).
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WEEK 4: NEO-COLONIALISM IN AFRICA

4.1 DEFINITION

Neo-colonialism ("new colonialism") is a term famously defined by Ghana's first president,

Kwame Nkrumah, in his 1965 book, Neo-Colonialism: The Last Stage of Imperialism.

It describes the post-independence situation where an African country is politically independent

(it has its own flag, national anthem, and UN seat) but remains economically and politically

dependent on, and controlled by, its former colonial master or other foreign powers.

In essence, it is colonialism in disguise—economic control without direct political rule.

4.2 POLITICAL EFFECTS (HOW ITWORKS)

1. "Puppet" Leaders: Foreign powers (like France, Britain, USA, or USSR during the

Cold War) interfere in local politics to ensure that "friendly" (i.e., compliant) leaders are

in power. They prop up these leaders with aid and military support, even if they are

corrupt dictators.

2. Foreign Military Bases: The former colonial power retains military bases in the

"independent" country, not to protect the country, but to protect its own economic

interests. (e.g., France has had a long-standing military presence in West Africa).

3. Political Destabilization: If an African leader tries to be truly independent (e.g., by

nationalizing foreign-owned mines or banks), the neo-colonial powers will act to

overthrow them.

o Classic Example: Patrice Lumumba, the first Prime Minister of Congo, was

assassinated in 1961 with the support of Belgium and the CIA. He was replaced

by the corrupt, pro-Western dictatorMobutu Sese Seko, who ruled (and looted)

the country for 32 years.

4. "Balkanization": The deliberate policy of keeping African states small, weak, and non-

united to make them easier to control.

4.3 ECONOMIC EFFECTS (THE CORE OF NEO-COLONIALISM)
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1. Domination by Multinational Corporations (MNCs): The independent country's

economy is still owned by foreign companies (e.g., Shell, Total, ExxonMobil in oil; De

Beers in diamonds; Unilever in consumer goods).

o These MNCs extract the raw materials (oil, cocoa, copper) and take the profits

back to Europe/America, leaving little wealth behind.

2. Continued Monoculture: The colonial economy (see SS3 Second Term, Week 4) is not

changed. The country is still forced to depend on exporting one or two cheap raw

materials, making it vulnerable to world price changes.

3. Unfavourable Terms of Trade: The "sell low, buy high" system continues. African

countries are forced to sell their raw materials (e.g., raw cocoa) at very low prices but

must buy expensive manufactured goods (e.g., chocolate, cars, phones) from the same

foreign powers.

4. Tied Foreign "Aid": Foreign powers give "aid" (loans or grants) that comes with

conditions. For example, "We will give you $100 million, but you must use it to buy our

country's tractors and hire our country's engineers." This makes the "aid" just a subsidy

for the donor's own economy.

5. Debt Trap & Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs):

o In the 1970s/80s, African countries were encouraged to take huge loans from the

World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF) (both controlled by

Western powers).

o When they could not repay, the IMF/World Bank forced them to accept

Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs).

o SAPs forced governments to:

 Devalue their currency (making imports expensive).

 End subsidies on food and fuel (hurting the poor).

 Privatize state-owned companies (selling them to foreign corporations).

 Cut spending on education and healthcare.

o These SAPs were seen as the ultimate tool of neo-colonialism, destroying Africa's

public services and re-asserting foreign control over their national budgets.

EVALUATION
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1. Define "Neo-colonialism" in your own words. Who coined the term?

2. What is the difference between "colonialism" and "neo-colonialism"?

3. Give one political and one economic example of how neo-colonialism works.

4. Who was Patrice Lumumba, and why is he a key example of neo-colonialism?

5. What are Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs), and why were they so

unpopular?

ASSIGNMENT

1. "Neo-colonialism is a more dangerous system than direct colonialism." Do you agree or

disagree? Write a short paragraph explaining your view.
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WEEK 5: MIDTERM EXAMINATION

This week is for the Midterm Examination, covering all topics from Weeks 1-4.

 Topics: Prelude to Apartheid (Boer War, 1913 Land Act), Apartheid Legislation

(Bantustans, Pass Laws), Resistance (Sharpeville, Soweto, Mandela, Biko), the OAU's

role (Frontline States, sanctions), and Neo-Colonialism (Nkrumah's theory, SAPs,

MNCs).
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WEEK 6: POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF INDEPENDENT AFRICAN

STATES

6.1 INTRODUCTION

The "Uhuru" (freedom) that came with independence in the 1960s brought great hope. However,

this hope was quickly confronted by a massive set of new problems. These problems were a

direct legacy of colonialism, but were also worsened by the failures of Africa's new ruling elite.

6.2 POLITICAL PROBLEMS

1. National Unity and Tribalism (Ethnicity):

o Problem: The "artificial borders" from the Berlin Conference lumped rival ethnic

groups into one "nation" (e.g., Nigeria).

o Result: People's loyalty was (and often still is) to their ethnic group (e.g.,

Yoruba, Igbo, Hausa) before their nation (Nigeria).

o Consequences:

 Politics: Political parties formed along ethnic lines (e.g., NPC-North, AG-

West, NCNC-East in Nigeria's First Republic).

 Conflict: Competition for jobs, resources, and census figures became a

"zero-sum game" between tribes.

 Civil War: The ultimate result (e.g., Nigerian Civil War 1967-70;

Rwanda Genocide 1994).

2. Corruption and Poor Leadership:

o Problem: The new African elite who took over from the colonialists often

adopted their masters' high-consumption lifestyles.

o "Kleptocracy" (Rule by Thieves):Many leaders (likeMobutu Sese Seko of

Zaire/Congo) saw the state treasury as their personal bank account.

o Patronage/Clientelism: Leaders stay in power by distributing state resources

(jobs, contracts) to their personal supporters and ethnic kinsmen, rather than on

merit. This is the root of most corruption.

3. Political Instability (Coups):
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o Problem:When governments failed (due to corruption and tribalism), the

military (see Week 8) saw itself as the only "national" institution capable of

"saving" the nation.

o Result: A "plague" of coups d'état (military takeovers) swept the continent,

starting in the 1960s. This led to a cycle of instability (coup -> counter-coup).

4. "Sit-Tight" Leaders (One-Party States):

o Problem:Many independence leaders (e.g., Nkrumah in Ghana, Nyerere in

Tanzania) argued that multi-party democracy was a "Western luxury" that Africa

could not afford, as it promoted tribalism.

o "Solution": They created one-party states, arguing it would foster unity.

o Result: The one-party state quickly became a dictatorship. Without opposition,

leaders became "presidents-for-life" (e.g., Robert Mugabe in Zimbabwe, Paul

Biya in Cameroon), jailing opponents and crushing dissent.

6.3 ECONOMIC PROBLEMS

1. Poverty and Mass Illiteracy:

o At independence, the vast majority of the population was poor, rural, and illiterate.

o There was a massive skills shortage. Nigeria, at independence in 1960, had only

about 150 doctors and 100 lawyers in a population of over 50 million.

2. Economic Dependence (Monoculture):

o The colonial economic structure (see Week 4) was not changed.

o Nigeria remained dependent on agriculture (palm oil, cocoa), and then, after the

1970s, on crude oil.

o Zambia remained dependent on copper. Ghana on cocoa.

o Result:When the world price of that one commodity crashed, the entire national

economy collapsed.

3. The Debt Crisis:

o In the 1970s (especially after the "oil boom"), African nations took huge loans

from Western banks for big "white elephant" projects (new capitals, steel mills,

national airlines).

o When oil/commodity prices crashed in the 1980s, they could not repay.
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o Result: This led to the IMF/World Bank Structural Adjustment Programmes

(SAPs), which forced governments to cut education and health, causing massive

suffering.

4. Unequal Development:

o Rural-Urban Gap: Development was focused only on the capital cities (Lagos,

Nairobi), while the rural areas (where 80% of people lived) were neglected.

o Result:Mass migration of youth from the villages to overcrowded city slums

(e.g., Makoko in Lagos), creating unemployment and crime.

EVALUATION

1. How did the "artificial borders" of colonialism contribute to "tribalism" after

independence?

2. What is a "Kleptocracy"? Give an example.

3. Why did many African leaders create "one-party states," and what was the negative result?

4. What is a "monoculture" economy, and why is it a problem?

5. What were the "SAPs," and what effect did they have?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Of all the problems listed (e.g., corruption, tribalism, monoculture economy), which one

do you believe is the single biggest obstacle to Africa's development today? Write a

paragraph explaining your choice.
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WEEK 7: MIDTERM BREAK

This week is for the midterm break.
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WEEK 8: THE MILITARY INTERVENTION IN AFRICAN POLITICS

8.1 INTRODUCTION

A coup d'état (French for "stroke of state") is the illegal and forceful seizure of power from a

government, carried out by its own armed forces (the military). Between 1960 and 2000, Sub-

Saharan Africa experienced over 80 successful coups and countless failed attempts. This

"plague" of military intervention was the single biggest cause of political instability in post-

independence Africa.

8.2 CAUSES OF MILITARY INTERVENTION

Soldiers did not seize power in a vacuum. They intervened for a complex mix of reasons, some

patriotic, some personal.

1. Failure of Civilian Politicians: This is the most common excuse given by coup plotters.

o Corruption: The massive, open corruption of the First Republic politicians (e.g.,

in Nigeria and Ghana).

o Election Rigging:Widespread "rigging" of elections (e.g., Nigeria's 1964/65

elections) made the civilian government lose all legitimacy.

o Tribalism and Violence: Politicians fanning the flames of ethnic hatred (e.g., the

"Operation Wetie" violence in Western Nigeria).

o The army presented itself as a "neutral" and "patriotic" force, stepping in to "clean

up the mess."

2. Personal Ambition of Soldiers:

o The "Man on Horseback" syndrome. Ambitious, charismatic, and often power-

hungry officers saw the government as weak and believed they could do a better

job.

o Example: Idi Amin of Uganda (1971), a semi-literate army commander who

overthrew Milton Obote to become one of Africa's most brutal dictators.

3. Contagion Effect:

o Coups were "contagious." When one country had a coup, it gave soldiers in the

next country the idea.
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o Example: The first Sub-Saharan coup in Togo (1963) (where Gnassingbé

Eyadéma killed Sylvanus Olympio) set a dangerous precedent. This was followed

by coups in Nigeria (1966), Ghana (1966), etc.

4. External (Cold War) Interference:

o During the Cold War (USA vs. USSR), both sides backed "their" clients in

African armies.

o If a civilian leader leaned "East" (communist), the West (e.g., CIA) might support

a "pro-Western" general to overthrow him (e.g., the overthrow of Nkrumah in

Ghana).

5. Internal Army Grievances (Corporate Interests):

o Sometimes, coups happened for purely "selfish" army reasons: soldiers were

angry about low pay, poor barracks, or ethnic-based promotions.

o Example: The 1966 July Counter-Coup in Nigeria was partly driven by

Northern soldiers seeking revenge for the killing of Northern officers in the

January coup.

8.3 EXAMPLES

 Nigeria (1966): The January Coup (led by Nzeogwu) overthrew the corrupt First

Republic. This was followed by the July Counter-Coup (led by Northern soldiers),

which brought Yakubu Gowon to power and set the stage for the Civil War.

 Ghana (1966): General Kotoka overthrew Kwame Nkrumah (who had become a

dictator), while Nkrumah was on a state visit to China.

 Uganda (1971): Idi Amin overthrew Milton Obote, beginning an 8-year "reign of

terror."

8.4 CONSEQUENCES OF MILITARY RULE

Military rule, far from "saving" the nation, was almost always a disaster.

1. End of Democracy and Human Rights:

o The first act of any coup is to suspend the constitution.

o All democratic institutions are banned (parliament, political parties).
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o Civil liberties are abolished (freedom of speech, press, assembly).

o Critics are jailed, tortured, or killed. (e.g., Ken Saro-Wiwa under the Abacha

regime in Nigeria).

2. Economic Mismanagement:

o Soldiers are trained to fight, not to run an economy.

o They ruled by decree, were not accountable to anyone, and were often more

corrupt than the civilians they overthrew (e.g., the Abacha regime).

o They wasted money on "prestige" military hardware.

3. Loss of Military Professionalism:

o The army became "politicized." Soldiers became businessmen and politicians.

o Promotions were based on "loyalty" to the dictator, not on military skill.

o This led to a cycle of more coups (counter-coups) as rival factions in the army

fought each other for power (e.g., Nigeria's Babangida/Buhari/Abacha era).

EVALUATION

1. What is a "coup d'état"?

2. List four (4) common causes (or excuses) for military intervention in Africa.

3. What was the "contagion effect" in relation to coups?

4. Name three (3) specific consequences of military rule.

5. Why were soldiers (like Idi Amin) often worse at governing than the civilians they

overthrew?

ASSIGNMENT

1. "Military rule is a necessary evil to cure corruption in politics." Do you agree or disagree?

Write a short paragraph using historical examples to support your view.
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WEEK 9: BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND AFRICAN UNITY

9.1 ROOT CAUSE: THE LEGACY OF BERLIN (1884-85)

The single root cause of almost all boundary disputes in Africa is the Berlin Conference. The

arbitrary, artificial borders drawn by Europeans:

 Ignored geography (e.g., drawing a straight line through a mountain range or desert).

 Ignored ethnic realities (e.g., splitting the Ewe, Somali, and Yoruba peoples).

 Lumped rivals together.

At independence, Africa inherited these illogical borders.

9.2 THE OAU'S CHARTER ON BORDERS (THE CAIRO DECLARATION, 1964)

In 1964, the OAU made a historic and painful decision. They adopted the principle of Uti

possidetis, ita possideatis (Latin: "as you possess, so may you possess").

 The Principle: This meant that all OAU members agreed to respect the colonial

borders as they existed at the moment of independence.

 The Reason (The "Pandora's Box"): African leaders (like Nyerere of Tanzania) wisely

argued that the borders were "absurd," but that trying to "fix" one border (e.g., to unite all

Somali people) would open a "Pandora's Box." It would give every country a reason to

invade its neighbour, leading to hundreds of wars and the total disintegration of the

continent.

 The Result: The OAU chose peace and stability over "ethnic justice." This principle has

been (mostly) successful in preventing large-scale inter-state wars.

9.3 CASE STUDY I: NIGERIA-CAMEROON (THE BAKASSI PENINSULA)

 Dispute: A dispute over the Bakassi Peninsula, a resource-rich (oil and fish)

swamp/peninsula on the border. The dispute was based on confusing, contradictory

treaties between Britain and Germany in the colonial era.
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 Conflict: Nigeria (under military rule) occupied the peninsula in the 1980s and 1990s,

leading to military skirmishes.

 The Solution (A MAJOR SUCCESS):

1. No War: Instead of a full-scale war, Cameroon took Nigeria to the

International Court of Justice (ICJ) (the UN's world court) in 1994.

2. The ICJ Ruling (2002): The ICJ studied the old colonial treaties and ruled in

favour of Cameroon.

3. The Handover: The world watched to see if Nigeria (the "giant") would obey.

Nigeria's democratic president, Olusegun Obasanjo, in a major act of

statesmanship and respect for the rule of law, agreed to the ruling.

4. The Greentree Agreement (2006): Nigeria formally and peacefully handed over

the Bakassi Peninsula to Cameroon.

 Significance: This is a model example of how African boundary disputes should be

solved: using international law and diplomacy, not war.

9.4 CASE STUDY II: ETHIOPIA-ERITREA

 Dispute: Eritrea was an Italian colony, while Ethiopia was independent. In 1952, the UN

federated Eritrea with Ethiopia. In 1962, Emperor Haile Selassie annexed Eritrea,

sparking a 30-year war of independence.

 Independence: Eritrea won the war and became independent in 1993.

 The Problem: The "colonial-era" border between them was still poorly defined.

 The War (1998-2000) (A MAJOR FAILURE):

1. A dispute over the small, obscure border town of Badme escalated into a full-

scale, bloody, high-tech war.

2. It was a "World War I-style" trench war, costing tens of thousands of lives and

billions of dollars.

 Significance: This was a total failure of the OAU's principle. It was a tragic and

pointless war between two former allies, over the exact kind of colonial border dispute

the OAU charter was designed to prevent. (Peace was only formally declared in 2018).

EVALUATION
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1. What is the "single root cause" of Africa's boundary disputes?

2. What was the OAU's Cairo Declaration (1964), and what principle did it adopt?

3. Why did the OAU decide to keep the "absurd" colonial borders?

4. Why is the Nigeria-Cameroon (Bakassi) dispute considered a "success story" for

African unity?

5. Why was the Ethiopia-Eritrea war (1998-2000) considered a "failure"?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Do you think the OAU's 1964 decision to keep all colonial borders was the right one?

What was the alternative? Write a short paragraph explaining your view.
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WEEK 10: GLOBAL INSTITUTIONS AND AFRICA

10.1 INTRODUCTION

No African nation operates in a vacuum. Their development, politics, and security are all deeply

interconnected with a web of regional and global institutions.

10.2 REGIONAL INSTITUTIONS (AFRICAN)

1. The African Union (AU):

o Formation: Replaced the OAU in 2002.

o Goal: To be a more powerful, effective, and integrated organization, modeled on

the European Union (EU).

o Key Difference from OAU:

 OAU policy: "Non-interference" (A dictator like Idi Amin could kill his

own people, and the OAU could not stop him).

 AU policy: "Non-indifference" (The AU's Constitutive Act gives it the

right to intervene in a member state in cases of genocide, war crimes, or

mass human rights abuses).

o Institutions: Pan-African Parliament, African Court of Justice, African Standby

Force (a continental peacekeeping army).

2. ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States):

o Formation: 1975, through the efforts of Nigeria (Gowon) and Togo (Eyadéma).

o Primary Goal: Economic integration (a "common market") and free movement

of people (the ECOWAS passport).

o Main Achievement: ECOMOG (ECOWAS Ceasefire Monitoring Group). This

is the region's military/peacekeeping wing.

o ECOMOG's Successes: ECOMOG (led by Nigeria) successfully intervened to:

 Stop the civil war in Liberia (1990s).

 Stop the civil war in Sierra Leone (1990s).

 Force out the dictator Yahya Jammeh in The Gambia (2017) after he

refused to accept election results.
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o ECOWAS is considered one of Africa's most effective regional blocs.

10.3 GLOBAL INSTITUTIONS

1. The Commonwealth:

o Who: A voluntary association of 50+ countries, almost all of which are former

British colonies.

o Role: Promotes democracy, human rights, and good governance. Provides

educational opportunities (e.g., Commonwealth Scholarships).

o Power (Its "Teeth"): It can suspend member states that violate its democratic

principles.

o Examples: Nigeria was suspended (1995-1999) after the Sani Abacha regime

executed Ken Saro-Wiwa. Zimbabwe was suspended (and later withdrew) under

Robert Mugabe.

2. The United Nations (UNO):

o Role: The ultimate global body for peace, security, and development.

o UN Peacekeeping: Deploys "Blue Helmet" soldiers to maintain ceasefires in

African conflicts (e.g., DR Congo, Somalia, Liberia, Sudan).

o UN Agencies: These have a massive on-the-ground presence in Africa:

 WHO (World Health Organization): Fights diseases (e.g., Ebola,

Malaria).

 UNICEF (UN Children's Fund): Runs child health, vaccination, and

education programs.

 WFP (World Food Programme): Provides food aid during famines and

to refugees.

 UNESCO: Protects cultural heritage sites.

3. OPEC (Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries):

o Who: A "cartel" (a group of producers who collude) of the world's major oil-

exporting countries.

o African Members: Nigeria, Algeria, Libya, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Equatorial

Guinea.
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o Role: To try and control the global price of oil by setting production quotas for

its members.

o Impact:When OPEC is successful (like the 1973 Oil Embargo), it brings massive

wealth (the "oil boom") to its members. When it fails (or when members cheat on

quotas), the price of oil crashes, devastating their economies.

EVALUATION

1. What is the key difference between the OAU's policy of "non-interference" and the AU's

policy of "non-indifference"?

2. What is ECOWAS, and what is ECOMOG?

3. Name one major success of ECOMOG.

4. What is the Commonwealth, and what power does it have to punish its members?

5. What is the main role of OPEC, and how does it affect Nigeria?

ASSIGNMENT

1. In your view, which of these organizations has the most positive, practical impact on the

lives of ordinary Africans today: the AU, ECOWAS, or the UN (through its agencies)?

Write a short paragraph explaining your choice.
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WEEK 11: AFRICANS IN THE DIASPORA AND GLOBAL CONTRIBUTIONS

11.1 DEFINING THE "AFRICAN DIASPORA"

The African Diaspora refers to the communities of people of African descent living outside the

continent of Africa. This group is generally divided into:

1. The "Old" Diaspora: Descendants of people taken from Africa during the Trans-

Atlantic Slave Trade. This includes communities in the United States, Brazil, the

Caribbean (Jamaica, Haiti, etc.), and parts of Latin America.

2. The "New" Diaspora: People who have migrated from Africa in the 20th and 21st

centuries for professional, economic, or educational reasons (e.g., a Nigerian doctor

working in the UK).

11.2 ROLE AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE DIASPORA

A. INSPIRING AFRICAN INDEPENDENCE

The intellectual and political foundations of 20th-century African independence were laid in the

Diaspora.

1. Pan-Africanism: This movement (see SS3 Second Term, Week 10) was founded by

Diaspora intellectuals.

o W.E.B. Du Bois (USA): An American sociologist who organized the early Pan-

African Congresses.

o Marcus Garvey (Jamaica): A charismatic leader who preached "Black Pride"

and "Africa for the Africans" through his UNIA.

2. Re-exportation to Africa: These ideas were "re-exported" to Africa by the very leaders

who would win independence.

o Kwame Nkrumah (Ghana) and Nnamdi Azikiwe (Nigeria) were educated in the

USA, where they were deeply involved in the Pan-African and Black civil rights

movements.

o Jomo Kenyatta (Kenya) was active in Pan-African circles in London.
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o The 5th Pan-African Congress (Manchester, 1945), where these Africans met

with Diaspora leaders, was the "planning meeting" for the independence

movements.

B. THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND ITS IMPACT

 The US Civil Rights Movement (1950s-60s), led by figures like Dr. Martin Luther

King Jr., and the Black Power movement (Malcolm X) had a two-way relationship with

Africa.

 Impact on Africa: The success of the Civil Rights movement inspired and energized

Africans, especially those fighting Apartheid (e.g., Steve Biko's Black Consciousness

Movement was directly inspired by "Black Power").

 Impact on the USA: The new, independent African nations (Ghana, Nigeria) in the UN

provided a powerful symbol of Black success that inspired African-Americans.

C. LITERARY AND CULTURAL MOVEMENTS

 The Harlem Renaissance (1920s, USA): A flowering of Black art, music (Jazz), and

literature (e.g., Langston Hughes) that asserted Black cultural pride.

 Négritude (1930s, Paris): A literary movement founded by French-speaking Black

intellectuals from Africa and the Caribbean.

o Leaders: Léopold Sédar Senghor (Senegal's first president), Aimé Césaire

(Martinique), Léon Damas (French Guiana).

o Goal: To reject French "Assimilation" and to celebrate the "Black soul,"

traditional African values, and a shared Black identity.

D. GLOBAL CONTRIBUTIONS (INDIVIDUALS)

People of African descent (both from the continent and the Diaspora) have had a monumental

impact on world history and culture.

 Politics & Diplomacy:

o Kofi Annan (Ghana): 7th Secretary-General of the UN (Nobel Peace Prize).
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o Barack Obama (USA/Kenya): First Black President of the United States.

o Andrew Young (USA): US Ambassador to the UN, prominent in the anti-

apartheid fight.

 Arts & Literature:

o Toni Morrison (USA) &Wole Soyinka (Nigeria): Nobel Prize winners in

Literature.

o Bob Marley (Jamaica): A global cultural icon whose music of liberation inspired

people from Zimbabwe to South Africa.

 Science & Academia:

o Cheikh Anta Diop (Senegal): A historian and scientist who argued for the

Black/African origins of Egyptian civilization.

 Sports & Culture:

o Muhammad Ali (USA): A global symbol of resistance, Black pride, and

religious conviction (his "Rumble in the Jungle" fight in Zaire/Congo was a key

Pan-African cultural event).

o Pelé (Brazil): The first global Black sports superstar.

11.3 MODERN IMPACT (THE "NEW DIASPORA")

 Economic: The "New Diaspora" sends billions of dollars in remittances back home,

often far exceeding foreign aid.

 "Brain Drain" vs. "Brain Gain":While Africa suffers a "brain drain" (its best

doctors/engineers leave), these professionals often form networks that send skills,

technology, and investment back to the continent.

EVALUATION

1. What is the "African Diaspora"? What is the difference between the "Old" and "New"

Diaspora?

2. Explain the role ofW.E.B. Du Bois andMarcus Garvey in Pan-Africanism.

3. What was the "Négritude" movement, and who was one of its key leaders?
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4. How did the US Civil Rights Movement influence the anti-apartheid struggle in South

Africa?

5. Name three (3) prominent individuals of African descent who have had a global impact.

ASSIGNMENT

1. "The independence of Africa (e.g., Ghana) and the success of the US Civil Rights

Movement were connected; one could not have happened without the other." Do you

agree or disagree? Write a short paragraph on this "two-way" relationship.
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WEEK 12: REVISION & EXAMINATION

 Comprehensive Review of Third Term Themes: This week is dedicated to

consolidating all post-independence and global topics.

 Theme 1: The End of Colonialism (Weeks 1-3):

o Apartheid: The last bastion of colonial-style, white-minority rule.

o Laws: Population Act, Group Areas Act, Bantustans.

o Resistance: ANC (Mandela, Freedom Charter), PAC (Sobukwe, Sharpeville),

BCM (Biko, Soweto).

o Global Fight: The role of the OAU (Liberation Committee), the Frontline

States, and International Sanctions/Boycotts.

 Theme 2: The "New" Problems (Weeks 4, 6, 8):

o Neo-colonialism: Political control (puppets, coups) and Economic control

(MNCs, debt, SAPs).

o Internal Failures: Corruption (kleptocracy), Tribalism (from artificial borders),

One-Party states.

o Military Intervention: The "plague" of coups, its causes (corruption, ambition)

and consequences (dictatorship, economic ruin).

 Theme 3: Africa's Response and Role (Weeks 9, 10, 11):

o Boundary Disputes: The OAU's 1964 Cairo principle (Uti possidetis).

 Success: Nigeria-Cameroon (ICJ).

 Failure: Ethiopia-Eritrea (War).

o Regional Integration:

 AU: Replaced OAU, policy of "non-indifference."

 ECOWAS: ECOMOG's role in peacekeeping (Liberia, Gambia).

o Global Institutions: Africa's role in the UN, Commonwealth, OPEC.

o The Diaspora: The "intellectual" origins of independence (Pan-Africanism,

Négritude) and global contributions (MLK, Mandela, Obama, Marley).

 Final Preparation: Reviewing all SS1, SS2, and SS3 work to prepare for the final Senior

Secondary Certificate Examination (SSCE).


